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CURRENT    NOTES. 


After  the  Election. 

The  Radical-Socialists  have  retained  office  but  not  power.  They  are 
dependent  upon  the  Irish  Nationalists.  That  fact  brings  Irish  questions — 
and  especially  Home  Rule — right  to  the  front.  It  will  therefore  be  our 
duty  more  than  ever  to  make  "  IRISH  FACTS  "  a  reflection  of  the  varying 
phases  of  Irish  affairs.  Unionists  who  desire  to  be  up  to  date  in  questions 
relating  to  Ireland,  can  rely  upon  finding  all  the  necessary  information 
fully  and  accurately  recorded  in  the  monthly  issues  of  "  IRISH  FACTS." 

A  Confusing  Pledge. 

The  surprise  of  the  General  Election,  so  far  as  Irish  affairs  are  con- 
cerned, was  the  repudiation  by  the  Radical  chief  whip  of  Mr.  Asquith's 
pledge  at  the  Albert  Hall.  Mr.  Redmond  has  tried  to  make  the  best  of 
it,  but  prevailing  feeling  is  that  he  has  been  entirely  outwitted.  The 
incident  is  dealt  with  at  length  on  pages  54  to  61  of  this  number. 

Against  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  Asquith's  declaration  was  successful  in  thoroughly  arousing 
in  Ulster  loyalists  the  old  fighting  spirit  against  Home  Rule.  A  tremendous 
meeting  was  held  in  Belfast  on  January  4,  when  Lord  Londonderry  and 
Mr.  Walter  Long,  M.P.  were  the  principal  speakers.  In  addition  to  the 
thousands  within  the  Ulster  Hall,  so  many  more  thousands  congregated 
outside  that  it  was  only  with  great  difficulty  that  the  speakers  were  able 
to  make  their  way  into  the  Hall,  and  then  not  until  they  had  addressed 
the  crowd.  During  the  progress  of  the  meeting  inside,  the  vast  assemblage 
outside  was  addressed  by  the  speakers  from  a  window  of  the  building. 
The  demonstration  was  a  fitting  reminder  to  Mr.  Asquith  that  Ulster 
is  unchanged  in  her  determination  not  to  have  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Warning. 

Particularly  appropriate  to  present  conditions  is  the  following  extract 

from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  at  Edinburgh  on  November  9th,  1885  : — 

"  Let  me  now  suppose — for  argument's  sake  I  may  suppose  it 

possible — that  the  Liberal  party  might  be  returned  to  the  coming 
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Parliament — that  is  rather  a  staggering  supposition,  but  I  beg  you 
to  indulge  me  fo'r  an  instance — might  be  returned  to  the  coming 
Parliament  in  a  minority,  but  in  a  minority  which  might  become  a 
majority  by  the  aid  of  the  Irish  vote  ;  and  I  will  suppose  that  owing 
to  some  cause  the  present  Government  has  disappeared,  and  a  Liberal 
party  was  caused  to  deal  with  this  great  constitutional  question 
of  the  Government  of  Ireland  in  a  position  where  it  was  a  minority 
dependent  on  the  Irish  vote  for  converting  it  into  a  majority.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  tell  you  seriously  and  solemnly,  that,  though  I  believe 
the  Liberal  party  to  be  honourable,  patriotic,  and  trustworthy,  in  such  a 
position  as  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  it  to  enter  on  the  consideration 
of  a  measure  in  respect  to  which,  at  the  first  step  of  its  progress,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  a  party  coming  from  Ireland  to  say,  '  unless 
you  do  this,  and  unless  you  do  that,  we  will  turn  you  out  to-morrow.'  " 
— The  Times,  November  10th,  1885. 

"  Slavish  Dependency." 

The  following  extract  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Gladstone  at  Edinburgh 

on   November   24th,    1885,   is   also   appropriate_to  the  present  position. 

The  Liberal  leader  said  : — 

"  In  this  election  you  will  not  have  to  decide  upon  any  mere 
party  object  in  a  lower  and  secondary  sense  ;  you  will  not  have  to 
decide  only  upon  the  question  whether  the  business  of  civilising 
legislation  is,  as  heretofore,  energetically  and  satisfactorily 
to  proceed  ;  but  you  have  also  got  to  decide  whether  you  will 
take  the  precautions  necessary  to  insure  that  if  great  and  Imperial 
topics  shall  be  raised  appertaining  to  the  relations  between 
England  and  Ireland,  the  unity  of  the  Empire,  and  to  the  content  and 
prosperity  of  that  distracted  country,  you  are  determined  that  these 
great  issues  shall  be  tried  by  men  who  have  received  your  commission 
from  a  position  of  security,  and  not  from  the  slippery  footing  of  slavish 
dependency." 
The  last  phase  exactly  describes  Mr.  Asquith's  position  to-day.  The 

future  will  show  whether  he  will  venture  from  so  "  slippery  a  footing  " 

to  raise  "  great  and  Imperial  topics." 

Most  Disastrous. 

The  Irish  World,  quoting  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  says  : — 

"  The  most  disastrous  thing  which  could  happen  to  Ireland 
would  be  the  return  of  the  Liberals  with  a  small  majority.  It  were 
far  better  for  Ireland  that  there  should  be  a  small  Tory  majority. 
A  small  Liberal  majority  would  be  incapable  of  carrying  through 
the  drastic  reform  of  the  House  of  Lords  which  it  is  the  mission  of  the 
Liberal  Party  and  the  interest  of  Ireland  to  have  passed  into  law 
within  the  next  two  years.  The  House  of  Lords  might  safely  reject 
any  proposal  of  drastic  reform  which  came  from  a  ministry  with  twenty 
or  thirty  of  a  majority  ;  and  the  British  People  might  back  them  up. 
Gigantic  reforms  cannot  be  carried  by  weak  ministries. 

"  Nor  do  I  think  that  it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  Liberal  majority 
should  be  so  small  as  to  be  entirely  dependent  on  the  Irish  vote  for 
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its  existence.  Such  a  ministry  is  weak  in  England,  and,  being  weak, 
is  incapable  of  doing  much  for  Ireland.  No  majority  can  be  so  large 
as  to  be  independent  of  the  Irish  vote  of  eighty-one  to  eighty-three 
members — especially  after  the  declarations  of  Asquith  in  favour  of 
Home  Rule.  The  Irish  members  could  make  government  impossible  if 
they  once  even  suspected  that  the  ministry  was  playing  them  false." — 
Irish  World,  Jan.  1st. 

This  was  before  the  event.  It  will  be  found  useful  now.  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor  is  unfortunate  in  his  publicly  expressed  opinions. 

The  Order  Given.  The  Order  Obeyed. 

Mr.    John    Redmond,    M.P.,    at          Mr.    John    Redmond,    M.P.,    in 
Manchester  on  January  9  : —  Dublin  on  January  21  : — 

"  I  call  upon  every  Irishman  "  The    Irish    vote    has     polled 

in    Great    Britain    and    Ireland          as  one  man  in  obedience  to   the 
who  believes  in  Home  Rule,  who          word    of     command      of      their 
knows  that  that  alone  can  save          leaders."  —  Freeman's      Journal, 
the   remnant   of   the   grand   old          January   22. 
Catholic  race  across  the  Channel, 
to  vote  in  this  election  against 
every  candidate  who  supports  the 
veto  of  the  House  of  Lords."- 
Freeman's  Journal,  January  10. 

Mr.  Redmond  and  the  House  of  Lords. 

Now  that  Mr.  Redmond  has  joined  with  the  Prime  Minister  in  an 
attack  on  the  House  of  Lords,  and  is  retailing  the  ordinary  Radical 
accusations  against  the  Second  Chamber,  it  is  well  to  recall  some  previously 
expressed  opinions  of  the  Irish  Nationalist  leader  on  the  House  of  Lords 
question. 

Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Nationalist  Meeting  in  the 
Rotunda,  Dublin,  8th  October,  1894,  said  :— 

"  Remember  for  one  moment  what  the  House  of  Lords  is.  It- 
is  an  integral  portion  of  the  Constitution  of  England.  It  holds 
a  large  place  in  English  history.  Most  of  the  present  holders  of  the 
titles  in  the  House  of  Lords  are  the  descendants  of  the  men  who 
wrung  the  Charter  from  John  on  the  plains  of  Runnymede.  They 
are  the  descendants  of  men  who  in  the  past  history  of  Britain  fought 
the  battles  of  England  against  the  world,  and  I  say  to  abolish  that 
portion  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  older  probably,  in  point  of 
antiquity — in  point  of  history  is  older — than  the  House  of  Commons 
itself — to  abolish  that  means  a  revolution  greater  than  any  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  whole  constitutional  history  of  England. 

"  The  House  of  Lords  have  no  power  to-day  to  withstand  the 
declared  will  of  the  people.  They  have  never  done  so.  Let  the 
popular  will  be  once  emphatically  declared  in  favour  of  any  popular 
reform,  and  the  House  of  Lords  must,  as  they  always  have  done  in  the 

past,  bow  to  the  popular  will Had  the  rejection  of  the  Home 

Rule  Bill  been  appealed  from  by  the  Government,  as  every  similar 
rejection  of  every  great  reform  was  appealed  from  in  the  past,  and  if 
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the  verdict  of  the  people  was  in  farour  of  Home  Rule,  this  I  assert. 
the  Home  Rule  Bill  would  now  be  law  ;  and  I  say  further,  let  the 
election  be  held  to-morrow  on  the  question  of  Home  Rule  pure  and 
simple,  and  if  a  majority  is  elected  in  the  constituencies  in  favour  of 
it,  then  the  House  of  Lords  will  not  attempt  to  oppose  it. 

"  The  rejection  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  by  the  House  of  Lords,  so 
far  from  having  been  protested  against,  has  been  justified.  It  was 
justified  first  by  the  new  Prime  Minister.  Lord  Rosebery ;  it  was 
justified  in  the  second  case  by  the  common  action  of  the  Government 
in  the  House  of  Lords  ;  and  in  the  third  place,  it  has  been  justified 
in  the  eyes  of  the  British  people  by  the  absolute  apathy  on  the  part 
of  thf  majority  of  those  who  speak  in  the  name  of  Ireland  to-day." 
— Irish  Daily  Independent,  October  9,  1894. 

Mr.  Redmond  on  Mr.  Asquith. 

The  following  appreciation  of  Mr.  Asquith  by  Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P., 
will  be  read  with  interest.  The  Irish  Nationalist  leader  speaking  in 
Dublin  on  October  9th,  1893,  said  in  the  course  of  his  speech  : — 

"  We  are  asked  during  this  Autumn  Session  to  become  the 
silent  and  obedient  followers  of  the  Government  in  the  division  lobbies 
on  all  English  questions.  For  my  part  I  decline  to  do  so.  What 
is  the  truth,  what  is  the  actual  bare  truth  ?  Although  it  is  true  that 
our  friend,  Mr.  Egan,  has  been  released  on  our  action  from  Portland 
prison,  still,  taking  the  Amnesty  question  broadly,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  Tory  Government  in  the  last  Parliament,  that 
Mr.  Matthews,  as  Home  Secretary,  showed  far  more  sympathy  towards 
the  prisoners  than  Mr.  Asquith.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Matthews  refused 
to  release  them.  So  has  Mr.  Asquith.  But  it  is  also  true  that  Mr. 
Matthews  never  permanently  locked  the  prison  doors  in  any  speech. 
He  always  spoke  only  of  the  determination  of  the  Government  at 
that  moment,  and  he  never  couched  his  refusal  m  words  of  broad 
insult  to  these  brave  Irishmen. 

"  Mr.  Asquith  was  not  content  to  say  that  he  could  not  see  his 
way  at  the  present  to  release  these  political  prisoners,  but  he  solemnly 
pledged  himself  that  so  long  as  he  remained  in  office  no  prospect  of 
relief  was  to  be  afforded  to  these  unfortunate  men.  This  fledgling 
brought  out  of  obscurity  by  Mr.  Parnell — this  gentleman  who  would 
never  have  been  heard  of  in  English  public  life  were  it  not  that  Mr. 
Parnell  gave  him  a  brief  in  the  '  Times '  Commission — this  man  declared, 
forsooth,  that  as  long  as  he  was  in  office  these  men  would  never  be 
released,  and  he  spoke  of  them  in  words  of  unveiled  insult.  Fellow 
countrymen,  under  these  circumstances  I  say  that  the  action  of  the 
Government  on  the  question  of  the  evicted  tenants  is  unworthy  of 
the  support  of  honest  Irishmen.  Their  brutal  and  unreasonable 
attitude  on  the  question  of  Amnesty,  and  their  attempt  to  hang  up  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  after  its  defeat  by  the  House  of  Lords,  incline  me  to 
say  that  we  Independent  Nationalist  members  are  under  no  obli- 
gation whatever  to  aid  them  by  our  votes  in  Parliament,  and  that 
in  my  opinion  most  of  us  can  spend  the  coming  month  far  more 
profitably  here  in  Ireland — rallying  our  forces  and  organising  our 
people." — Irish  Daily  Independent,  Nov.  10th,  1893. 
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What  is  the  price? 

What  is  the  price  Radicals  are  paying  Mr.  Redmond  for  his  support 
in  their  campaign  against  the  Constitution  ?     It  would  seem  from  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  Mr.  Redmond's  speeches  that  his  assistance  against  the 
Second  Chamber  has  been  secured  at  the  price  of  Home  Rule.     He  said : — 
"  The  one  great  issue  of  this   General  Election,   namely — th& 
destruction  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  means  the  con- 
cession of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland." — (Derry,  December  30.) 

"  The  abolition  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  means  Home- 
Rule  for  Ireland." — (Waterford,  January  4.) 

"  The  abolition  or  the  limitation  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of. 
Lords  means  Home  Rule  for  Ireland." — (Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  If  you  remove  that  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  then,  as  sure- 
as  we  are  standing  in  this  hall,  Home  Rule  will  result  in  the  immediate 
future." — (Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  The  abolition  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  meant  Home 
Rule  for  Ireland." — (Bradford,  January  10.) 

These  extracts  are  worth  careful  attention.  They  show  that  Mr. 
Redmond  believes  that  Home  Rule  is  obtainable  when  an  effective  Second 
Chamber  is  abolished.  If  Mr.  Asquith's  amended  Constitution  were  in 
operation  now,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  Government  giving 
Ireland  Home  Rule,  whether  the  people  of  this  country  unshed  it  or  not.  In 
their  present  situation  the  Government  would  be  sorely  tempted :  but, 
if  they  did  so,  could  a  single  person  maintain  that  they  were  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  will  of  the  People  ?  Home  Rule  has  played  a  subor- 
dinate part  in  this  election  :  yet  if  the  country  were  governed  by  the  Asquith 
constitution  it  would  be  the  law  of  the  land  in  a  few  months.  Considera- 
tions of  this  nature  show  that  the  Government's  constitutional  plan  does 
not  secure  that  the  will  of  the  people  shall  prevail.  On  the  contrary 
it  does  make  it  likely  that  irrevocable  steps  may  be  taken  which  are  not 
desired  by  the  People. 

A  Most  Moderate  Man ! 

No  one  can  be  more  moderate  than  Mr.  Redmond  when  he  wishes : 
just  as  no  one  can  voice  fiercer  threats.  Last  month  we  gave  some  of 
Mr.  Redmond's  fiery  speeches  full  of  hate  against  the  British  people  and 
our  country.  Those  opinions  were  meant  for  consumption  by  Irish  and 
American  Home  Rulers.  Just  now  Mr.  Redmond  has  adopted  his  other 
guise.  Home  Rule  is  to  be  so  small  a  demand :  it  is  to  be  worked  with 
such  consideration  for  opponents  and  respect  for  the  British  Empire,  that 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  !  These  opinions  are  for  consumption  in  Great  • 
Britain.  Readers  should  compare  Mr.  Redmond  unmuzzled  with  the 
muzzled  Mr.  Redmond  below.  They  can  judge  for  themselves  what  trust 
is  to  be  put  into  such  conflicting  opinions. 

Here  is  the  muzzled  Mr.  Redmond  showering  guarantees  of  good 
intentions : — 

GUARANTEES  TO  IRISH  OPPONENTS. 

"  I,  for  my  part,  can  conceive  of  no  guarantee  which  honourable 
men  to-day  ask,  that  we  would  not  be  willing  to  give,  to  assuage 
the  honest  fears  of  honest  Protestants." — (Derry,  December  30.) 

p,  2 
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"  We  do  not  desire  to  establish  the  ascendancy  of  any  party 
or  of  any  creed." — (Belfast,  December  31.) 

"  Does  any  man  in  his  senses  think  that  we  desire  by  Home  Rule 
to  disestablish  one  religious  ascendancy  in  order  to  establish  another  ? 
No,  our  ideal  of  an  Irish  nation,  of  a  free,  self-governed  Irish  nation, 
is  one  in  which  every  creed  and  every  race  will  have  equal  rights 
and  equal  fair  play." — (Belfast,  December  31.) 

"  We  are  determined  never  to  allow  Home  Rule  to  be  tunned 
into  an  instrument  of  intolerance  or  injustice." — (Dublin,  January  21-.) 

"  There  is  no  possible  legislative  guarantee  that  my  Protestant 
fellow-countrymen  may  ask  from  me  to  safeguard  their  liberties, 
which,  I,  for  one,  would  not  be  willing  to  grant,  so  long  as  the  great 
principles  of  the  Government  of  Irish  affairs  by  Irish  public  opinion 
is  maintained." — (Dublin,  January  21.) 

"  Home  Rule  means  for  us  equal  rights  for  all  Irish-born  men, 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Presbyterian — equal  rights  for  all  political 
opinions." — (Dublin,  January  21.) 

GUARANTEES  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

"  Take  with  these  Home  Rule  measures  any  guarantees  that  you 
like  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  Ireland  immediately  raising  an 
army  to  invade  England,  to  prevent  a  fleet  of  Dreadnoughts  to  sink 
the  British  Navy." — (Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  We  don't  mean  by  Home  Rule  that  poor,  poverty-stricken 
Ireland  should  have  the  power  to  raise  an  army  or  build  a  fleet  of 
Dreadnoughts." — (Dublin,  January  21.) 

A  MODERATE  MEASURE. 

"  By  Home  Rule  we  mean  being  allowed  in  our  own  way  here 
in  Ireland,  and  according  to  our  own  peculiar  Irish  ideas,  to  govern 
the  country  in  national  affairs  just  as  we  govern  the  country  success- 
fully in  local  affairs,  and  in  our  County  Councils  at  this  moment. 
All  we  want  is  to  be  allowed  to  devote  our  energies  to  the  elevation 
of  our  country,  the  social,  intellectual,  material  elevation  of  our 
countrymen." — (Derry,  December  30.) 

"...  Which  will  give  Ireland  full  control  of  all  purely  Irish 
affairs,  and  at  the  same  time  will  completely  safeguard  all  Imperial 
interests  in  this  country.  To  talk  about  Ireland  separating  from  the 
Empire  by  force  is  the  most  utter  nonsense.  We  are  not  asking  for 
separation."— -{Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  We  simply  ask  that  on  purely  Irish  questions  we  shall  be  left 
alone  to  work  out  our  own  salvation." — (Bradford,  January  10.) 

"  All  that  we  ask  under  the  name  of  Home  Rule  is  that  on  purely 
Irish  questions,  mark  you,  questions  that  cannot  concern  either 
the  national  or  the  Imperial  interests  of  Englishmen,  Scotchmen, 
or  Welshmen,  affairs  that  are  purely  and  solely  Irish,  that  in  the 
management  of  these  affairs  Irish  public  opinion  should  be  the  govern- 
ing power."— ^Bradford,  January  10.) 

"  Well  now,  we,  in  this  country  to-day  are  not  asking  for  what 
is  understood  in  England  as  separation." — (Dublin,  January  22.) 
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Colonial  Self-Governmsnt. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Redmond's  declarations  respecting  the  moderate 

character  of  his  demand,  it  should  be  noticed  that  when  Mr.  Redmond 

comes  to  explain  what  he  means,  his  request  amounts  to  nothing  less  than 

Colonial    Self-Government.     That    seems    to    be    the    only    construction 

that  can  be  put  upon  the  following  extracts  from  Mr.  Redmond's  speeches: — 

"  I  say  to  those  who  tell  me  that  Home  Rule  means  continued 

or  intensified  disloyalty  in  Ireland,  that  if  they  give  to  us  Home  Rule 

in  that  spirit  in  which  Home  Rule  was  given  to  the  Transvaal  that 

we  Veill  receive  it  in  this  country,  and  we  will  work  it  in  this  country 

in  precisely  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was  received  and  worked  by 

the  Boers." — (Belfast,  December  31.) 

"  That  is  to  say,  there  ara  some  Englishmen  who,  having  trusted 
people  in  every  other  part  of  the  Empire,  having  trusted  the  French  in 
Canada,  having  trusted  the  Dutch  in  the  Transvaal,  having  trusted  the  . 
people  of  all  nationalities  in  23  or  24  different  portions  of  the  Empire, 
will  not  trust  the  Irish  people." — (Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  All  we  want  under  the  name  of  Home  Rule  is  as  much  freedom 
in  purely  Irish  affairs  as  they  gave  the  other  day  in  purely  Transvaal 
affairs  to  the  Boers." — (Manchester,  January  9.) 

"  We  are  not  asking  a  Sovereign  Parliament.  We  are  asking  a 
Parliament  similar  to  the  Parliament  in  Canada,  Australia,  and  South 
Africa — that  is  to  say,  a  subordinate  Parliament,  which  will  not  inter- 
fere in  the  remotest  degree  with  the  continuance  of  the  supremacy 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament." — (Bradford,  January  10.) 

"  If  that  means  separation,  then  there  is  no  such  thing  at  this 
moment  as  the  British  'Empire.  There  are  twenty-eight  different 
portions  of  the  Empire  at  this  moment  that  have  got  Home  Rule 
in  that  sense,  where  there  are  local  legislatures  governing  purely 
local  affairs."— (DttWm,  January  21.) 

Colonial  Self-Govemment  is  a  Home  Rule  solution  considerably 
in  advance  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  measures. 

Mr.  Redmond  and  the  Extremists. 

Although  Mr.  Redmond  poses  now  as  a  constitutionalist,  yet  he 
has  no  blame  for  those  who  are  more  extreme  in  their  views. 

At  Deny  he  said : — "  I  never  blame  the  young  man  for  giving 
expression  of  feelings  perhaps  more  extreme  than  my  own." — Freeman's 
Journal,  December  31. 

A  "God-given  Right." 

Mr.  Devlin,  M.P.,  to  judge  from  the  following  extract,  will  not  give 
thanks  for  the  Radical  policy  of  a  subordinate  assembly  in  Dublin  as  a 
solution  of  the  Home  Rule  question. 

Speaking  at  Keady,  Co.  Armagh,  at  a  gathering  in  commemoration 
•of  the  forty-second  anniversary  of  the  execution  in  Manchester  of  All  HI, 
Larkin,  and  O'Brien,  Mr.  Devlin  is  reported  to  have  said  : — 

"  The    reception    accorded    recently    in    Ireland    to    O'Meagher 

Condon,  and  by  none  more  enthusiastically  than  by  the  Hibernians 

throughout  the  country,  showed  that  the  line  of  the  patriots  was 
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not  yet  ended,  but  that  the  old  fighting  spirit  and  the  old  determination 

to  carry  to  triumph  the  cause  for  which  Allen,  Larkin  and    O'Brien 

died,  were  as  strong  and  as  resolute  as  ever.    Other  times,  other  men, 

and  other  methods,  but  the  old  ideal  still,  the  God-given  right  of  the 

Irish  people  to  rule  in  their  own  land,  and  to  guide  her  destinies.    Were 

the  Irish  party  on  the  right  lines  to-day  ?     If  they  accepted  the  opinion 

of   Captain   O'Meagher   Condon,   the   unrepentant   Fenian,  the   man 

who  planned  and  directed  the  Manchester  rescue,  they  were." 

Radicals  who  deny  that  there  exists  in  Ireland  a  demand  for  anything 

more  than  a  subordinate  Parliament  are  blinding  the  People  to  the  facts. 

"  The  God-given  right  of  the  Irish  people  to  rule  in  their  own  land,"  when 

reduced  to  the  clauses  of  a  Bill  does  not  mean  a  subordinate  legislature. 

It  means  more  :  and  when  the  phrase  is  used  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Irish 

Home  Rule  organisation — the  United  Irish  League — it  is  a  direct  denial  of 

Radical  attempts  to  make  out  that  a  most  moderate  plan  will  satisfy 

'Mr.  Redmond's  followers. 

An  Invitation  to  Germany. 

"Major"  J.  M'Bride.  speaking  at  Kilkenny  on  November  28,  1909, 
said  in  the  course  of  his  speech  :  "  You  all  are  familiar  with  the  ballad, 
which  says  '  The  French  are  on  the  Sea,'  but  nowadays  we  know  it  is  the 
Germans  that  are  taking  to  the  sea,  and  we  can  only  pray  that  they  will 
not  remain  so  long  at  sea  as  the  French  have.  Should  they  land  in 
Ireland  they  will  be  received  with  willing  hearts  and  strong  hands,  and 
should  England  be  their  destination,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  find 
time  to  disembark  100,000  rifles,  and  a  few  score  of  cannon,  with  am- 
munition for  same  in  this  country,  and  twelve  months  later  this  land  will 
be  as  free  as  the  Lord  God  meant  it  should  be." — Kilkenny  People, 
December  4. 

Candid  Opinions. 

MR.  REDMOND,  M.P.  MR.  T.  HEALY,  M.P. 

ON  ON 

MR.  T.  HEALY,  M.P.  MR.  REDMOND,  M.P. 

Mr.    Redmond,    M.P.,    at    Dun-          Mr.    T.    Healy,    M.P.,    speaking 
dalk  on  January  2nd,  said : —  at   Dundalk      on      January      3rd, 

"  I  am  not  animated  by  the  sa^  : 

very  smallest  trace  of  personal  "  Open     the    national    ledger 

antagonism  or  animosity  to  Mr.  since  Mr.  Redmond  was  appointed 

Healy.     For  thirty  years  I  have  and  let  him  answer  how  much 

been  doing  my  best  to  work  in  public    money   he   had   received 

harmony  with  him.     Iwasinstru-  for    what    he    had    done,     and 

mental  in  assisting  him  to  get  how  much  Healy  had  received, 

his  first   seat  in   the   House   of  He    ventured    to    say — but    he 

Commons.     You     may     perhaps  did  not  say  he  was  not  worth  it — 

remember,  those  of  you  who  are  that   in    the    ten   years   Johnny 

old  enough,  that  when  my  father,  Redmond    had    got    £10,000    of 

who  was  member  for  Wexford,  this  money,  while  he  (Mr.  Healy) 

died  in  1880,  his  old  constituents  had  not  got  one  farthing.  .  .  . 

and    my  fellow  townsmen  asked  "  When    he    was    elected    to 
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me  to  succeed  him,  and  I  con- 
sented. But  Mr.  Parnell  sent 
a  letter  to  me  saying  that, 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Healy,  who  at 
that  time  was  in  Wexford, 
an  absolutely  unknown  man — 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Healy  was  being 
prosecuted  by  the  Government 
that  his  election  would  be  a  blow 
to  the  Government,  and  he  asked 
me  to  retire  in  his  favour.  I  did 
so.  And  the  first  political  speech 
I  ever  made  in  my  native  country 
was  just  after  my  poor  father's 
funeral,  when  I  went  to  publicly 
introduce  Mr.  Healy  to  his  old 
constituents  and  my  fellow 
townsmen  ;  and  I  there  and  then 
used  every  influence  that  I  could, 
and  appealed  to  the  memory 
of  my  father  to  all  his  friends, 
to  return  Mr.  Healy.  And  that 
is  how  he  got  his  first  seat 
in  Parliament.  .  .  . 

"  He  quarrelled  with  Michael 
Davitt.  He  quarrelled  with 
Parnell ;  he  quarrelled  with 
M'Carthy ;  he  quarrelled  with 
William  O'Brien  ;  he  quarrelled 
with  John  Dillon ;  he  quar- 
relled with  Harrington ;  he 
quarrelled  with  Sexton ;  he 
quarrelled  with  T.  P.  O'Connor 
and  if  you  go  right  through  the 
list  of  that  magnificent  grdup  of 
men  who  founded  this  movement, 
you  will  find  that  at  one  time  or 
another  Mr.  Healy  has  been  in 
bitter  antagonism  with  each  and 
everyone  of  them  in  turn." — 
Freeman's  Journal,  Jan.  3rd. 
At  Waterford,  January  4th  : — 

"  In  North  Louth  Mr.  Healy  at 
this  moment  is  squealing  and 
biting  like  a  rat  in  a  trap.  .  .  . 

"  I  ask  the  people  of  North 
Louth  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  say  that  a  man  capable 
of  such  political  blackguardism 
is  an  impossible  member  of  any 
united  Nationalist  Party." — 
Freeman's  Journal,  Jan.  5th. 


Parliament,  Mr.  Redmond  was 
a  clerk  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  was  enjoying  from  the 
British  treasury  a  salary  of  £300 
a  year.  And  what  was  his 
position  ?  They  knew  those  boys 
they  sometimes  employed  at  a 
theatre  or  a  concert  to  hand 
round  programmes.  Well,  when- 
ever members  came  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  what 
were  called  the  orders  of  the  day 
— the  programme  of  the  pro- 
ceedings— "  Johnny,'  used  to 
make  a  bow  to  us  and  humbly 
hand  us  the  bills  ;  and  I  shall 
pay  him  this  compliment,  that 
a  more  punctual,  industrious 
and  courteous  young  clerk  I 
never  met.  I  believe  that  every 
penny  Her  Majesty  paid  him  he 
fully  earned,  as  much  as  his 
brother  Bill  did  in  the  Militia. 

"  The  borough  of  New  Ross 
was  vacant  about  six  or  four 
months  afterwards,  and  he  (Mr 
Healy)  had  a  liking  for  Mr.  Red- 
mond, and  he  did  not  think  it 
was  a  good  example  to  see  the 
son  of  an  Irish  member  in  so 
humble  a  position.  He  wanted  to 
take  him  out  of  his  difficulties  be- 
cause he  knew  he  was  a  good 
speaker  and  a  good  young  man, 
and  he  said  to  Parnell : — '  Why 
not  return  Redmond  for  New 
Ross? '  and  Parnell  said,certainly. 
Mr.  Redmond  was  sent  over  to 
New  Ross,  and  he  was  returned. 
At  that  time  his  brother  William 
was  a  Militia  captain  in  the 
Militia  barracks  in  Wexford, 
and  did  they  know  the  telegram 
that  Billy  sent  to  Jack  ?  It 
was  this  : — '  For  God's  sake 
don't  disgrace  your  name  and 
family  by  joining  the  Land 
League  and  Parnell.'  " — Dublin 
Daily  Express,  Jan.  4th. 
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A  Minister  Heckled. 

Mr.  Asquith  is  not  the  only  Minister  who  has  been  subject  to  heckling 
on  the  Home  Rule  question.  (See  page  50.)  Sir  Edward  Grey  has  also 
had  some  valuable  opinions  dragged  out  of  him  by  questioners.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  record. 

DECEMBER    13. 
At  Woolmer : — 

An  elector  asked  :  Are  you  prepared  to  support  a  Home  Rule  Bill  ? 

Sir  E.  Grey  :  I  am  prepared  to  support  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  but  what 
that  Bill  will  actually  be,  I  cannot  say  until  the  Bill  is  introduced. 

Elector :    Then  why  support  it  if  you  do  not  know  what  it  is  ? 

Sir  E.  Grey  :  I  shall  keep  my  hands  free  to  support  it.  Certainly 
if  a  Bill  were  introduced  which  I  did  not  consider  a  proper  one  I  should 
keep  my  hands  perfectly  free  to  vote  against  it. — The  Times,  December  14. 

DECEMBER  15. 
At  Berwick-on-Tweed : — 

An  elector  asked :  In  granting  a  measure  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland 
would  you  give  them  power  to  adopt  tariff  reform  and  to  impose  import 
duties  for  British  made  goods  ? 

Sir  E.  Grey  :  In  any  Home  Rule  Bill  which  has  been  ever  contem- 
plated it  has  always,  I  think,  been  held  that  the  Customs  question  must 
remain  in  Imperial  hands,  and  that  there  must  be  a  fiscal  system  for  the 
United  Kingdom. — The  Times,  December  16. 

JANUARY  3. 
At  Berwick-on-Tweed. 

An  elector  asked  :  Would  you  hand  over  the  Government  of  Ireland 
to  the  disloyal  party  and  abandon  the  loyal  party  ? 

Sir  E.  Grey :  It  is  never  proposed  under  Home  Rule  to  hand  over 
Ireland  to  any  particular  party,  but  I  would  hand  over  the  management 
of  their  own  local  affairs  to  the  Irish  people  under  proper  safeguards  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Imperial  supremacy.- — The  Times,  January  4. 

JANUARY  7. 
At  Wark  : 

During  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said :  In  regard  to  Home  Rule,  he 
had  always  been  in  favour  of  granting  to  Ireland  the  power  of  managing 
her  own  affairs. —  The  Times,  January  8. 

JANUARY  .  8. 
At  Northam. 

An  elector  asked :  Would  Sir  Edward  vote  for  a  separate  Parliament 
for  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and  Wales  ? 

Sir  E.  Grey :  I  think  a  large  measure  of  devolution  is  necessary,  not 
for  Ireland  alone.  If  the  questioner  likes  to  call  that  Home  Rule  for 
each  country,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be  Home  Rule 
in  that  sense. — The  Times,  January  10. 

JANUARY  13. 
At  Alnmouth  : 

An  elector  asked  how  he  accounted  for  the  absence  of  Home  Rule 
from  his  election  address,  he  replied  that  he  confined  his  address  to  the 
two  main  issues.  He  was  not  prepared  to  go  into  any  details  of  a  Home 
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Rule  Bill  beyond  stating,  as  he  had  repeatedly  done,  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  some  system  of  devolution  which,  while  granting  Ireland  the  right  to 
manage  her  own  affairs,  would  not  jeopardize  the  Imperial  supremacy  of 
the  British  Parliament. — The  Times,  January  14. 

Mr.  Bin-ell's  Home  Rule. 

"  In  closing  his  speech  at  Bristol  Mr.  Birrell  said,  amidst  cheers, 
that  his  Home  Rule  was  the  Home  Rule  of  the  late  Mr.  Gladstone. 

"  He  did  not  believe  any  person  was  boycotted  in  Ireland  so  that 
he  could  not  get  bread.  Agrarian  disputes  had  become  fewer  than 
for  many  years.  A  reference  to  his  rule  s  imply  meant  his  refusal  to 
apply  coercion.  The  general  effect  has  bee  n  good,  namely,  to  mitigate 
the  cruelties  of  boycotting  and  reduce  the  number  of  persons  so 
treated.  They  would  never  get  good  goye  rnment  and  contentment 
hi  Ireland  until  they  had  Irishmen  at  the  head  o  f  the  Irish  Departments 
responsible  to  an  Irish  Parliament,  who  woul  d  be  absolutely  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  ." — Irish  Independent, 
January  10. 

A  Good  Act. 

Mr.  John  Dillon,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Swinford  on  December  28,  1909, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  described  the  Irish  Land  Act  as :  *'  the  best 
Land  Bill,  even  in  its  mutilated  state,  that  has  come  from  Parliament 
to  this  country." — Freeman's  'Journal,  December  29. 

And  later  he  said. — "  I  say,  deliberately,  that,  beyond  all  comparison, 
this  Act  is  the  best  Land  Act  that  has  ever  been  passed  for  Connaught." — 
Freeman's  Journal,  December  29. 

What  reason  then  to  attack  the  House  of  Lords.  Indeed,  upon 
one  specific  point,  Mr.  Dillon  in  the  same  speech  pointed  out  that  the 
House  of  Lords  does  not  stand  in  the  way  of  what  is  necessary.  He  said: 
"  It  was  said,  '  You  talk  about  compulsory  sale ;  but  don't  you  know  very 
well  you  will  never  see  compulsory  sale  in  Ireland  so  long  as  there  is  a 
House  of  Lords  ? '  Here  we  are  with  full  compulsory  power  over  the 
province  of  Connaught." — Freeman's  Journal,  December  29. 

The  Irish  Nationalists'  case  against  the  House  of  Lords,  at  any  rate 
when  Mr.  Dillon  gives  evidence,  would  seem  to  be  in  danger  of  collapsing. 

"A  Great  Measure." 

Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Waterford  on  January  4th, 
1910,  said  in  the  course  of  his  speech : — 

"  We  have  passed  a  measure  on  the  Land  Question  this  year, 
which,  though  no  doubt  it  has  been  mutilated  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  is  not  as  good  as  it  was  when  it  was  first  introduced,  is  yet  a  great 
measure  of  Land  Reform." — Freeman's  Journal,  January  5. 

Not  a  Budget  Supporter. 

Speaking  at  Deny  on  December  30th,  Mr.  Redmond  said : — 

"  If  the  Budget  is  introduced  in  the  same  shape  with  refereaee 
to  the  Brewery  Licences  of  the  last  Budget,  we  will  renew  our  exertions, 
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and  I  have  some  hope  that  we  may  succeed  in  removing  this  injustice, 
I  apply  the  same  remark  to  the  Whiskey  Duty." — Freeman's  Journal, 
December  31. 

Mr.  Redmond's  actions  will  be  carefully  watched.  Irishmen  have 
heard  before  of  Irish  Nationalist  "opposition"  to  the  Budget. 

No  Budget  for  Them. 

From  the  Leinster  Leader  January  1  : — 

"  If  the  Budget  has  allowed  any  farmer  in  Ireland  a  loophole  of 
escape  from  the  Government  Inspectors  who  will  value  every  stick 
of  property  he  has  in  the  world,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  that 
loophole.  It  is  not  apparent.  Let  the  farmers  of  Ireland  find  out 
for  themselves  the  truth  about  the  Budget.  As  we  see  the  case  for 
them,  it  is  one  which  will  lay  them  open  to  all  kinds  of  exactions.  It 
will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  squeeze  the  farmer,  to  rack- 
rent  him,  to  make  a  fiasco  of  his  land  purchase  bargain  with  the  land- 
lord, and  as  we  know  the  Government  is  determined  to  get  the  money 
'  somewhere.'  If  the  Irish  farmer  has  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
Liberal  Government  is  going  to  make  a  pet  of  him,  to  allow  him  and 
his  land  off  free  from  all  taxation,  he  will  waken  up  one  day  to  find  out 
his  mistake.  We  can  only  urge  the  farmers  at  present  to  find  out  the 
truth  for  themselves  and  to  consider  this  question  apart  altogether 
from  any  party  political  consideration.  To  a  people  who  claim  the 
right  to  deal  with  their  own  affairs  the  first  essential  is  to  understand 
them.  We  can  only  at  present  argue  the  question  from  our 
point  of  view,  and  we  argue  it  in  the  interests  of  the  country  as  a 
whole.  But  all  the  discussion  and  all  the  extraordinary  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  force  an  acceptance  of  the  Budget  in  Ireland 
only  tend  to  show  the  great  weakness  of  the  Nation  in  any  proper 
protection  of  her  peculiar  interests  as  a  Nation.  We  endorse  the 
suggestion  made  in  "  Sinn  Fein  "  that  a  Council  of  Finance,  made  up 
of  men  of  all'  parties  and  of  all  interests,  and  of  men  who  have 
expert  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  finance,  is  badly  wanted 
in  Ireland.  A  report  from  such  a  Council  on  any  matter  affecting 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  would  command  the  respect 
of  the  people  and  render  us  more  likely  to  sink  party  differences,  make 
a  common  stand  in  defence  of  our  common  interests,  and  in  that  way 
protect  ourselves  as  a  people  from  further  attempts  upon  our  industries, 
property  and  existence." 

Why  a  Nationalist  M.P.  Retires. 

Mr.  Walter  Kavanagh's  return  to  Westminster  in  February,  1908, 
as  the  Irish  Nationalist  M.P.  for  Carlow  was  hailed  with  delight  by 
Mr.  Redmond's  followers.  His  period  there  has  been  short.  He  has 
retired  for  reasons  which  are  given  in  the  following  letter : — 

"  In  order  to  make  my  position  clear  I  must  say,  first,  that 
I  was,  and  am,  strongly  opposed  to  the  Budget,  or  rather  to  those  taxes 
which  I  consider  unjustly  affected  Ireland — namely,  the  spirit  duties, 
the  estate  duties,  the  stamp  and  tobacco  duties.  In  taxing  whiskey 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  has  selected  an  Irish  industry  for  exceptional 
treatment,  whilst  he  leaves  the  kindred  English  industry  of  beer 
severely  alone. 
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"  Under  the  estate  duties,  as  they  effect  the  Irish  farmer,  he  will  be 
taxed  on  account  of  the  peculiarities  of  his  land  tenure,  his  tenant- 
right,  or  the  purchase  of  the  fee-simple,  whilst  the  English  farmer, 
who  has  neither,  will  only  be  assessed  on  his  stock  and  farm  imple- 
ments. 

"  Stamp  duty  will  also  fall  exceptionally  on  Ireland,  on  account 
of  the  frequency  of  the  transfer  of  land,  which  is  unusual  in  England  ; 
and  the  tobacco  duty  will  go  far  to  crush  out  what  otherwise,  with  fail- 
preferential  treatment,  might  become  a  thriving  Irish  industry.  Under 
every  one  of  these  taxes  Ireland,  I  maintain,  is  exceptionally  and 
unjustly  treated,  and  the  result  will  be  that  two  millions  of  Irish 
money  will  go  out  of  the  country  each  year  in  extra  taxation  under 
this  Budget.  As  regards  the  duty  on  spirits,  it  is  not  as  consumers  that 
I  object  to  the  tax,  but  as  producers.  If  the  extra  tax  of  3s.  9d. 
a  gallon  was  to  be  paid  by  the  consumer  without  any  appreciable 
decline  in  the  production,  there  would  not  be  so  much  to  complain 
of ;  but  this  extra  tax  will  fall  chiefly  on  the  pot  still  distillery, 
the  firm  which  makes  its  whiskey  from  home  grown  barley,  and 
which  gives  large  employment  in  the  country.  It  is  these  employees, 
and  the  barley  growers  of  Ireland,  who  will  feel  the  full  force  of  this 
tax,  while  the  consumer  will  only  have  to  turn  his  patronage  to 
other  more  favoured  beverages.  It  is  the  inequality  of  his  taxation 
which  is  the  worst  feature  of  Mr.  Lloyd-George's  Budget.  Why 
didn't  he  put  a  tax  on  beer  ?  Why  doesn't  he  come  down  on  the  hop- 
grower  of  England  ?  Because  he  is  afraid  of  the  English  elector,  and 
he  is  not  afraid  of  the  Irish  elector. 

"  Then,  as  to  Tariff  Reform — which  is  only  alternative  to  the 
Budget,  and  therefore  must  be  considered — I  believe  the  majority  of  the 
party  to  be  opposed  to  it.  I  am,  on  the  other  hand,  a  believer  in  it, 
as  I  stated  at  the  time  of  my  election,  but  I  am  not  a  blind  supporter 
of  it.  There  is  much  that  we  do  not  yet  understand  about  it,  much 
that  we  have  to  learn  about  it ;  but  from  what  I  know  and  under- 
stand of  it,  I  believe  that  it  will  greatly  benefit  agricultural  Ireland, 
with  her  growing  industries. 

"  Those  are  the  difficulties  and  disagreements  which  I  see  before 
me,  and  as  I  could  not  for  one  moment  occupy  the  position,  which 
some  members  did  last  session,  i.e.,  members  of  the  Party  and  yet 
openly  opposed  to  them,  I  can  say  only  that  if  even  if  I  were  asked 
to  stand  again  I  cannot  sign  the  Party  Pledge.  In  supporting  the 
Budget  of  the  Liberal  Party  next  Session,  we  should  be  consenting 
to  this  two  millions  a  year  of  extra  taxation  for  Ireland,  and  we  should 
be  giving  away  our  whole  case  of  the  Financial  Relations  and  the 
overtaxation  of  Ireland.  And  what  I  look  upon  as  far  more  serious 
is  this.  No  one  can  deny  for  a  moment,  whether  they  agree  with 
the  Budget  or  not,  that  this  extra  duty  on  spirits  will  seriously  affect 
the  whiskey-producing  industry  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  own 
figures  show  that  he  contemplates  a  reduced  revenue  from  this  source 
— a  diminished  trade  under  this  tax.  If  we  believe  the  Liberal  Party 
promises  as  regards  Home  Rule,  if  we  have  confidence  in  Mr.  Asquith's 
declaration  at  the  Albert  Hall,  surely  all  the  more  ought  we  to  guard 
our  home  industries  as  a  future  source  of  revenue  for  Home  Rule 
Government.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  is  going  to  strike  a  blow  at  several 
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of  our  home  products,  agricultural  and  industrial,  which  it  will  take 
them  a  long  time  to  recover  from,  and  their  revenue-producing 
capabilities  will  be  seriously  crippled  for  many  years  to  come,  if, 
indeed,  they  ever  right  themselves ;  and  then  when  the  Liberal 
promises  are  about  to  be  redeemed,  when  Mr.  Asquith  discloses  his 
scheme  for  self-Government  for  Ireland,  and  the  financial  question 
has  to  be  gone  into,  it  will  be  found  that  the  Irish  hen-roost  has  been 
robbed,  and  that  under  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  careful  management 
the  Irish  cupboard  is  bare.  Holding  these  views,  as  I  do  most 
strongly,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  again  take  the  Party  Pledge,. 
I  have  put  my  opinions  as  shortly  as  possible  before  yo»r  but  their 
shortness  will  not  conceal  the  depth  of  my  feelings  about  them.  I 
believe  these  taxes  will  be  disastrous  to  Ireland ;  I  believe  that 
their  effect  will  only  be  fully  realised  when  the  Bill  is  passed  and 
it  is  too  late  to  object ;  and  believing  that  to  be  the  case,  I  will  be 
no  party  to  it,  and  therefore  I  give  you  back  the  trust  which  you 
reposed  in  me  two  years  ago. " — Dublin  Daily  Express,  December  24. 

A  "Non- Political"  League! 

Supporters  of  the  Gaelic  League  have  always  urged  its  non-political  char- 
acter. The  following  extract  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  C.  W.  P.  Cogan,  United 
Irish  League  Organiser,  at  Ballyrush  on  December  26,  1909.  throws  an  in- 
teresting light  on  the  non-political  character  of  this  organisation :  "  I  know 
that  the  Gaelic  League  is  supposed  to  be  non-political,  and  I  know  also 
that  the  president  and  members  of  the  Gaelic  League  in  Ballyrush  are  all 
U.  I.  Leaguers.  .  .  .  "  It  is  the  U.  I.  Leaguers  who  are  supporting 
the  Gaelic  League.  There  may  be  a  few  non-politicians,  but  the  vast 
majority  of  its  members  are  U.  I.  Leaguers." — Sligo  Champion,  January  1. 

American  Money. 

The  following  extract  from  The  Irish  World,  quoting  Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  in  the  Chicago  Tribune,  is  proof  that  the  Irish 
Home  Rulers  fought  the  election  by  means  of  subsidies  from  the  United 
States : — 

"  The  generous  response  of  my  mission  in  America  has  had  three 
of  the  most  important  and  prompt  results  in  Ireland.  The  first  is 
the  ability  of  the  Irish  Party  to  face  a  general  election  with  ample 
funds  ;  secondly,  a  determined  campaign  to  extirpate  faction  ;  thirdly, 
an  immediate  increase  in  the  subscriptions  to  the  Party  in  Ireland 
itself. — Irish  World,  Jan.  8th. 

Life  under  the  U.I.L. 

As  illustrating  the  reign  of  terror  which  exists  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland  under  the  rule  of  Mr.  Redmond's  organisation,  the  United  Irish 
League,  the  following  letter  which  has  been  received  by  the  Constitutional 
Press  Services  from  Mr.  Potts  of  Coreen  Castle,  Bailinasloe  Co.,  Ros- 
common,  will  be  found  of  value : — 

"  In  1907  we  were  approched  by  our  tenants  to  know  whether  we 
would  sell ;  we  replied  that  we  would  do  so  and  referred  them  to 
the  agent.  He  then  wrote  them  offering  to  sell  at  21£  years'  purchase 
to  non- judicial  or  first  term  tenants  ;  The  Parish  Priest  wrote  back 
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saying  that  the  tenants  wouldn't  buy  save  under  Sec.  6,  1903  Act, 
which  meant  we  must  sell  what  untenanted  land  we  farmed  ourselves, 
this  we  refused  to  do.  In  answer  the  Parish  priest  wrote  saying  the 
tenants  would  never  consent  to  a  direct  sale,  or  any  sale  which  did 
not  include  the  grasslands. 

"  They  then  refused  to  pay  any  rent  and  were  notified  that 
we  would  proceed  at  next  sessions  if  they  did  not  pay.  Civil  Bill 
Decrees  were  taken  out  in  September  1908.  The  Sheriff  and  forty 
police  visited  the  district  about  December  15th.  Their  coming  wa» 
known  and  all  the  stock  cleared  off  the  lands.  Six  pigs  was  the 
result  of  the  day's  work,  a  mob  following  the  Sheriff  wherever  he 
went,  shouting  and  yelling.  Then  they  got  ten  of  our  workmen  to 
leave  without  giving  notice  and  we  had  only  four  men  who  would 
not  leave  for  them.  Every  time  we  drove  through  the  road,  crowds 
assembled  and  shouted  and  yelled  at  us. 

"  Our  coachman,  whose  family  lived  at  the  gate  lodge,  had 
to  send  them  away,  as  the  Schoolteachers  took  no  trouble  to  teach 
them,  and  their  books  were  torn  up  in  the  school  during  work  hours, 
and  the  teachers  said  nothing. 

"  The  same  thing  happened  to  an  ex-policeman.  Our  estate 
bailiff  refused  to  do  his  duty  and  was  dismissed  and  this  man  took 
on  his  place,  with  the  result  that  the  same  thing  happened  to  his 
children.  The  other  school  children  started  to  stone  them  going 
home  one  day,  with  the  mistress  watching  and  saying  nothing.  If 
it  were  not  that  a  policeman  was  there  the  children  would  have 
been  severely  injured  :  they  then  were  not  sent  to  school. 

"  In  April  1909,  we  got  two  men  from  the  Property  Defence 
Association  and  applied  for  police  protection,  four  men  and  one  acting 
sergeant  were  put  in  the  gate  lodge,  and  five  men  and  one  Head- 
constable  into  Shannonbridge  Barrack. 

"  The  day  the  Defence  men  arrived,  crowds  met  them  on  the 
road  with  bell  and  black  flag  to  intimidate  them,  for  which  several 
were  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 

"  In  May,  we  got  a  third  Defence  man  to  herd  one  of  the  farms 

which  the  Estate  Bailiff  used  to  mind.     He  had  two  police  always 

with  him,  and  used  to  cycle  to  the  farm  every  morning  and  evening. 

'  The  Sheriff  was  now  able  to  come  without  any  extra  police, 

as  we  could  muster  thirty  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

"  All  the  early  spring  the  tenants  were  constantly  getting  false 
alarms  and  would  be  up  all  night  driving  their  cattle,  with  the  result 
when  the  Sheriff  did  come,  they  knew  nothing  about  it  and  he  made 
successful  seizures  each  time  and  cleared  off  all  the  decrees  save  one, 

"  Then,  as  the  tenants  refused  still  to  pay,  Eviction  Decrees 
were  taken  out  against  every  tenant  on  the  estate,  save  about  four. 
Then  they  all  broke  up  and  began  to  pay,  and  with  the  result  that 
at  present  there  are  only  about  eight  or  ten  out  of  sixty  who  have 
not  paid  up,  and,  if  necessary  they  will  be  evicted. 

"  They  say  they  will  fight  again  next  May.  Whether  they  do 
or  not  remains  to  be  seen.  The  costs  amounted  in  some  cases  to 
more  than  the  rent ;  and  all  this  occasioned  by  three  or  four  people 
who  had  not  &  fraction  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain. 
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"  I  cannot,  however,  speak  too  highly  of  the  members  of  the 
R.I.C.,  and  the  Defence  men.  Their  conduct  throughout  was 
splendid." 

Another  case  and  one  to  which  attention  has  been  frequently  been 
drawn  in  public  and  in  Parliament — is  that  of  Mr.  Charles  N,  Clarke  of 
Graiguenoe  Park,  Thurles,  Tipperary.  He  writes  as  follows  to  The  Times 
January  15  : — 

"  Mr.  Birrell  in  a  speech  made  at  Bristol  on  January  7,  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  he  did  not  believe  any  person  was  boycotted  in 
Ireland  so  that  he  could  not  get  bread. 

"  I  am  so  severely  boycotted  that  I  have  to  get  bread  from  Dublin. 
90  miles  distant,  and  am  obliged  to  send  my  horses  ten  miles  away  to 
be  shod,  as  the  local  smiths  refuse  to  work  for  me. 

"  In  1908  a  conspiracy  was  started  against  me  by  some  rich 
farmers  to  drive  me  out  of  the  country,  in  order  that  they  could  get 
possession  of  my  house  and  home  farm,  which  is  the  only  property 
I  have  left.  I  am  not  a  landlord,  as  I  sold  my  tenants  four  years 
%  ago.  I  have  not  evicted  any  tenants,  and  my  farm  has  never  been 
let  for  grazing. 

"  In  November,  1908.  a  mob  attacked  my  house,  and  broke 
the  windows.  Ever  since  then  I  have  been  boycotted,  and  under 
police  protection.  I  am  guarded  by  twenty  police,  seven  of  whom 
sleep  in  my  house.  This  state  of  affairs  has  now  been  going  on  for 
more  than  a  year.  Some  of  the  men  who  attacked  my  house  were 
tried  at  the  Cork  Assizes,  and  found  guilty.  They  were,  however 
released  without  punishment,  and  were  granted  return  tickets  and 
refreshments  at  the  expense  of  the  Crown. 

"  Last  February  attention  was  drawn  to  my  case  by  questions 
asked  in  Parliament,  and  a  leading  article  appeared  in  The  Times 
about  it.  The  Government  then  prosecuted  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Holycross  United  Irish  League  on  the  charge  of  conspiracy  at 
the  Assizes  last  March,  but  the  trial  was  adjourned,  and  nothing  has 
been  done  since.  I  have  been  obliged  to  attend  as  a  Crown  witness 
three  Assizes,  two  Petty  Sessions,  and  four  special  Courts,  without 
any  result.  I  have,  therefore,  had  plenty  of  experience  of  "  ordinary 
law."  When  questions  were  asked  in  Parliament  about  my  affairs 
the  answer  was  "  #ub  judice"  The  case  has  now  been  in  a  state  of 
sub  judice  for  more  than  ten  months.  I  have  never  injured  or  inter- 
fered with  my  neighbour,  and  the  sole  reason  for  the  attack  on  me  is 
the  selfish  greed  of  some  rich  farmers." 

Intimidation  of  this  kind  by  Irish  Nationalists  occurs  under  Radical 
rule.  Yet  Mr.  Redmond  would  have  the  electors  believe  that  if  Irish 
Nationalists  were  given  more  power,  they  would  use  it  justly  and  im- 
partially ! 

Facts  about  Home  Rulers. 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  The  Standard  January  21.  It 
gives  some  facts  about  the  Home  Rulers  and  their  demand,  of  which 
British  electors  should  have  knowledge  at  the  present  time  : — 

"  Sir, — There  are  some  Liberal  candidates  with  the  kindergarten 
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idea  that  a  glorified  Urban  District  Councils  Bill  will  appease  the 
Irish  Separatist  party.  These  Liberals  do  not  define  a  Home  Rule 
Bill,  and  one  candidate,  Mr.  Harold  Elverston,  who  fought  the  Gates- 
head  election,  in  his  address  said,  what  1  dare  say  many  other  Liberal 
vote-cadgers  would  say  : — 

"  '  We  must  allow  the  people  of  Ireland  to  manage  and  control 
those  affairs  which  affect  Ireland  alone.  This  step  must  not  permit 
any  question  of  separation  or  of  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  arise.' 

"  Such  specious  humbug  must  be  very  diverting  to  the  Irish 
Nationalist  waiting  to  get  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  in.  There  are 
so  many  Liberals  with  this  idea  of  '  Imperial  Control '  that  it  is  time 
to  point  out  to  them  how  pitiably  ignorant  are  they  of  rebel  Irish 
demands. 

"  Interviewed  by  the  New  York  Herald  in  September,  1908, 
Mr.  John  Redmond  declared  : — 

"  '  What  Ireland  wants  is  Home  Rule  and  a  Government  of 
its  own,  and  that  is  what  Ireland  is  going  to  have.  I  hope  to  see 
Ireland  placed  on  the  scale  of  nations  much  after  the  United  States 
as  to  Constitution.'  Irish  Independent,  Sept.  26th,  1908. 

"  At  Kanturk,  November  17,  1895,  Mr.  Redmond  declared : — 
"  '  Ireland  for  the  Irish  is  our  motto,  and  the  consummation 
of  all  our  hopes  and  aspirations,  in  one  word,  to  drive  English  rule, 
sooner  or  later,  bag  and  baggage,  from  our  country.' 

';  At  New  Ross,  Co.  Wexford,  June  23,  1907,  this  ally  of  Mr. 
Asquith  said : — 

"  '  We  tell  her  (Great  Britain)  frankly  that  the  choice  of  weapons 
with  which  we  work  will  be  a  mere  question  of  expediency  with  us.' 
Freeman's  Journal,  June  24,  1907. 

"  At  Newry,  on  June  16,  1897,  Mr.  Redmond  said  that  the  Irish 
Nationalist  motto  was  Parnell's  words  : — 

"  '  I  believe  in  the  policy  of  taking  from  England  anything  we 
can  wring  from  her  which  will  strengthen  our  arms  to  go  on  for  more. 
I  will  accept  the  Home  Rule  compromise  of  Gladstone  as  an  instalment 
of  our  rights,  but  I  refuse  to  say  that  it  is  a  final  settlement  of  the 
national  question.'  Irish  Daily  Independent,  June  17,  1897. 

"  What  Mr.  Parnell  meant  he  himself  stated  at  Cincinnati, 
February  23,  1880  :— 

'  '  None  of  us,  whether  we  are  in  America,  or  in  Ireland,  or  where- 
ever  we  may  be,  will  be  satisfied  until  we  have  destroyed  the  last 
link  which  keeps  Ireland  bound  to  England.' 

"  The  feeling  of  that  class  of  Irish  which  shouts  for  what  is  termed 
Home  Rule  is  expressed  by  the  Nationalist  Midland  Tribune,  which 
on  June  12,  1909,  said  : — 

"  '  The  United  Irish  League  is  openly  disloyal.  It  makes  no  secret 
of  the  fact.  If  a  man  be  a  Nationalist  he  must,  ipso  facto,  be  a  dis- 
loyalist, for  Irish  Nationalism  and  loyalty  to  the  Throne  of  England 
could  not  be  synonymous.' 

'"Could  Mr.  Asquith's  dear  '  friends  in  need  '  speak  any  plainer  ? 
One  Asquith  trumpet  shouts  that  we  may  lie  safe  in  bed  o' nights. 
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Germany  is  a  dear  friend.  But  even  the  Irish  whip-holders  of  the 
Liberal  pack  know  better.  In  1909  there  was  a  delegation  of  American 
Hibernians  to  Ireland,  and  their  chief,  Mr.  Cummings,  addressing  a 
Gaelic  League  in  Dublin,  said  : — 

'  There  were  twenty-five  millions  of  the  Irish  race  in  America  ; 
they  were  allied  with  the  great  German  race.  The  German  people 
were  30  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  those  of 
Irish  blood  were  27  per  cent.,  making  a  total  of  57  per  cent,  of  the 
population  of  America  ;  and  while  England  was  looking  for  alliances 
and  arbitration  treaties,  that  57  per  cent,  was  looking  after  the  interests 
of  Ireland.' 

"  This  Mr.  Cummings  said,  at  a  meeting  of  Irish- Americans  in 
New  York  (as  reported  in  Freeman's  Journal,  April  13,  1909) : — 

"  '  They  (the  Irish  in  America)  had  made  a  compact  with  the 
Germans,  who  made  a  large  factor  in  American  life.  He  wished 
England  to  clearly  understand  that  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Germany 
the  Irish  and  Germans  in  America  would  be  united  in  opposing  them.' 

"  The  Irish  friends  and  allies  of  the  Asquith  politicians  did  really 
get  the  '  satisfaction  '  of  striking  a  blow  at  the  British  in  the  Boer 
war.  There  was  published  in  the  Freeman' s  Journal,  in  1 905,  an  account 
of  the  Irish  Brigade  in  South  Africa,  written  by  the  M'  Bride  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Davitt's  book  as  the  native  of  Mayo  who  organised  the  '  Irish 
Brigade '  in  Johannesburg.  This  is  a  sample  of  the  doings  of  this 
famous  brigade  : — 

"  '  At  the  head  of  the  brigade  a  green  flag,  which  had  been  specially 
made  for  the  expected  rising  in  Connaught  in  '67,  was  held  proudly 
aloft  by  Sergeant  Joe  Wade,  of  Balbriggan,  and  the  sight  of 
its  green  folds  fluttering  in  the  breeze  thrilled  every  heart  with  thoughts 
of  what  might  have  been,  and  still  more  with  hopes  of  what  might 
be  in  a  not  too  distant  future,  when  yet  another  fight  for  Irish  freedom 
would  be  waged.'  Again  :  '  During  the  course  of  the  battle  of  Dundee 
the  boys  had,  for  the  first  time,  the  satisfaction  of  pouring  a  few 
volleys  into  the  enemy's  (the  British)  ranks.' — Freeman's  Journal, 
October  20,  1905. 

"  The  English  (sic)  '  Labour  Party '  has  issued  a  pamphlet, 
'  The  case  for  the  Labour  party,'  in  which  complaint  is  made  of  ex- 
Ministers,  etc.,  receiving  pensions.  How  absurd  and  burlesque 
the  Labour  party  makes  itself  appear  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
aforementioned  (Boer)  '  Major'  M' Bride  (one  of  their  allies  for  vote- 
cadging  purposes)  has  had  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  Nationalist 
Corporation  of  Dublin  a  municipal  inspectorship  at  what  Mr.  Victor 
Grayson  would  call  'a  fat  salary.'  So  ^e  see  that  Major  M* Bride's 
services  with  the  Boers  against  the  British  have  been  rewarded.  On 
the  other  hand,  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  who  has  been  a  grand  practical 
•friend  of  the  Irish  farmer,  was  rewarded  with  defeat  when  contesting 
Galway,  his  opponent  being  '  Colonel '  LjTich,  an  Irish  Australian, 
who  was  another  member  of  the  Boer  '  Irish  Brigade.' 

"  That  Home  Rule  has  not  to  be,  in  the  rebel  Irish  estimation, 
a  municipal  gas  and  water  Bill,  is  strikingly  plain  from  the  speech  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  priest,  Father  Kavanagh,  at  Enniscorthy,  co. 
Wexford,  June  10,  1908  :— 
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"  '  (Ireland)  would  not  accept  the  position  of  a  dependant  or  an 
inferior.  Ireland  must  be  a  self-relying  nation,  not  a  mere  province 
to  be  guided  and  controlled  from  outside.' — Freeman's  Journal, 
June  11,  1908. 

"  So  much  for  what  an  Irish  priest  says.  I  would  recommend 
to  the  notice  of  all  genuine  Nonconformists  the  speech  of  another 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  priest,  viz.,  Father  Hayes,  who,  speaking 
at  Youghal,  November  14,  1886,  said  : — 

"  '  We  would,  if  we  could,  pelt  (the  English)  not  only  with  dyna- 
mite, but  with  the  lightnings  of  heaven  and  the  fires  of  hell,  till  every 
British  bulldog,  whelp  and  cur,  would  be  pulverised  and  made  top- 
dressing  for  the  soil.' — Daily  Express,  November  15,  1886. 

"  It  is  quite  obvious  that  Chief-Charlatan  Asquith  and  Pill- 
Vendor  Churchill  are  bartering  with  the  rebel  Irish  votes  for  dis- 
establishing the  Church,  among  other  items.  And  the  followers 
of  these  tragedians  and  comedians  believe  that  they  will  assist  the  cause 
of  Nonconformity  and  Protestantism  by  getting  Irish  Popery  and 
English  Socialist-Atheism  to  help  them.  Their  squinting  outlook 
is  the  more  deplorable  when  we  remember  that  the  Catholic  Progress 
of  June  1882,  said  : — 

'  The  woes  of  Ireland  are  all  due  to  one  simple  cause — the 
existence  of  Protestantism  in  Ireland.  The  remedy  could  only  be 
found  in  the  removal  of  that  which  caused  the  evil,  and  which  still 
continues.  .  .  Would  that  every  Protestant  meeting-house  were 
swept  from  (Ireland)  ;  then  would  Ireland  recover  herself — for  there 
would  be  no  unbelievers  among  her  champions  !  ' 

"  We  have  heard  a  lot  of  the  '  Nonconformist  conscience,'  about 
'  religious  tests  '  and  Education  Bills  from  the  motley  horde  of  wastrels, 
Little  Englanders,  and  pinchbeck  consciences  lately  (and  unfortunately) 
holding  the  reins  of  the  greatest  and  grandest  Empire  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  What  about  their  Irish  fellow-conspirators  and  the 
Catholic  Progress  just  quoted  ? 

"  I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  YENMITA." 
I'iewcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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"A   REVOLUTIONARY   CONSPIRACY. 
JOHN  BRIGHT  ON  HOME  RULE. 


IN  John  Blight's  letters  during  the  Home  Rule  controversy  of  1886, 
and  subsequent  years,  in  which  he  protested  strongly  against  the  proposed 
surrender  to  the  Nationalists,  there  is  much  that  has  a  direct  and  forcible 
bearing  on  the  present  crisis.  In  1892,  when  the  struggle  was  once  more 
impending,  some  of  these  letters  were  collected  and  published  in  pamphlet 
form  by  the  Birmingham  Daily  Gazette  Company  (Limited).  That  such 
publication  was  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Bright's  wishes  is  evident  from 
a  passage  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  in  February,  1888.  "  I  have  had 
several  suggestions,"  he  wrote,  "  that  my  letters  should  be  published, 
and  I  am  quite  willing  you  should  deal  with  them  as  you  propose.  I  hope 
they  may  be  sent  into  the  house  of  each  voter,  and  that  they  may  be 
useful." 

JUSTICE    TO    IRELAND. 

On  May  31,  1886,  Mr.  Bright  addressed  from  the  Reform  Club  the 
following  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Central  Division  of 
Birmingham,  who  wrote  the  hon.  gentleman  on  May  19th,  1886,  urging 
him  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Irish  Bills  in  the 
form  which  they  then  took : — 

"  DEAR  SIR, —  ...  I  think  the  Home  Rule  Bill  should  have 
been  withdrawn  before  the  second  reading,  and  but  for  the  fear  of  a 
dissolution,  which  decides  the  votes  of  some  scores  of  members,  this 
would  have  been  done.  I  hope  the  course  I  shall  take  will  meet  with 
the  support  of  those*!  am  permitted  to  represent. 

"  My  sympathy  with  Ireland,  north  and  south,  compels  me  to  condemn 
the  proposed  legislation.  I  believe  the  United  Parliament  can  be  and 
will  be  more  just  to  all  classes  in  Ireland  than  any  Parliament  that  can 
meet  in  Dublin  under  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill.  If 
Mr.  Gladstone's  great  authority  were  withdrawn  from  these  Bills,  I 
doubt  if  twenty  members  outside  the  Irish  party  in  the  House  of 
Commons  would  support  them.  The  more  I  consider  them  the  more 
I  lament  that  they  have  been  offered  to  the  Parliament  of  the  country. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

'•  JOHN  BRIGHT." 

THE    PLIGHT    OF    THE    LOYALISTS. 

Mr.  Bright,  replying  to  a  communication  on  loyal  organisation  in 
Ireland  from  Mr.  W.  Hastings,  of  Dublin,  wrote : 

"  Reform  Club,  March,  9,  1887. 

"  DEAR  SIR, — Surely  you  need  no  opinion  of  mine  in  favour  of  any 
expression  of  loyal  sentiments  in  your  country.  The  disloyal  and  rebel 
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party  have  all  the  talk,  and  nearly  all  the  Press,  in  their  favour,  and 
they  pretend  that  all  Ireland  is  with  them.  They  think  or  say  nothing 
of  more  than  a  million  of  Protestants  who  are  against  them,  and  a  million 
of  honest  moral  Catholics  who  would  be  delighted  if  the  disorder  in  their 
country  could  be  suppressed.  The  two  millions  of  loyal  population  are 
quiet  ;  the  three  millions  make  noise  enough  for  the  whole  island,  and 
their  leaders  are  engaged  continually  in  blowing  the  fires  of  sedition  and 
rebellion.  The  loyal  Catholics  find  it  difficult  to  move  and  to  oppose  so 
many  of  their  bishops  and  their  priests.  If  they  could  unite  with  the 
loyal  Protestants  their  united  voices  would  give  strength  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  cause  of  order.  I  cannot  point  out  how  this  can  be  done, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  if  not  absolutely  impossible, 

"  Yours  very  respectfully, 

"  JOHN  BRIGHT." 

WHY    THE    "MAJORITY"    SHOULD    NOT    PREVAIL. 

In  a  letter  on  March  15,  1887,  to  the  Rev.  Father  Sherlock,  Birming- 
ham, Mr.  Bright  wrote  : — 

"  You  speak  of  the  '  majority '  in  Ireland,  and  ask  why  trey  should 
not  prevail  ?  That  majority  would  probably  vote  to  make  their  country 
a  State  of  the  American  Union  if  it  were  put  to  them  by  their  present 
leaders.  But  should  the  majority  of  the  United  Kingdom  consent  to  it  ? 
I  am  asked  why  I  cannot  trust  those  leaders.  I  do  trust  them  most 
entirely.  I  have  seen  their  course  for  seven  years  past,  and  have  heard 
and  read  their  speeches.  I  believe  in  those  speeches,  and  see  in  them 
only  hatred  to  England  and  disloyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  I  am  unwilling 
to  entrust  to  their  tender  mercies  any  portion  of  the  population  now 
under  the  Government  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

"  It  is  believed  that  there  are  probably  forty  members  from  Ireland 
who  sit  in  our  Parliament,  if  not  by  votes,  yet  by  the  support  of  dollars 
contributed  by  the  avowed  enemies  of  England  on  the  American  Continent. 
Am  I  to  trust  these  men  and  make  them  master  of  one  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  ?  " 

A    CONSPIRACY    AND    AMERICAN    CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Of  interest  in  view  of  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's  return  from  his  mission 
of  collecting  dollars  in  America  is  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
which  Mr.  Bright  wrote  under  date  June  30,  1887  : — 

"  I  am  as  true  a  friend  to  Ireland  now  as  I  have  ever  been,  and  it  is 
for  this  reason  that  I  object  to  sever  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  surrender 
5.000,000  of  our  population  to  the  rule  of  a  conspiracy  which  is  represented 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  forty  or  fifty  members  who  sit  there  by 
virtue  of  contributions  from  America,  from  men  whose  avowed  object 
is  to  separate  Ireland  from  Great  Britain  and  permanently  to  break  up 
the  Union  of  the  three  Kingdoms.  I  have  made  no  change  in  my  opinions 
of  the  Irish  question.  Others  have  changed,  and  to  them  my  consistency 
is  offensive.  .  .  .  I  can  only  deplore  the  wreck  of  the  Liberal  party 
which  I  see  around  me. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"JOHN  BRIOHT." 
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A    REVOLUTIONARY    AND    REBEL    CONSPIRACY. 

Mr.  Bright  wrote  as  follows  to  a  Glasgow  correspondent : — 

"  Melrose,  October  1,  1887. 

"  SIB, — I  never  was  more  the  iriend  of  Ireland  than  I  am  now, 
when  objecting  to  handing  the  unfortunate  country  over  to  the  rule  of 
the  revolutionary  and  rebel  conspiracy  with  which  the  Government  is 
now  contending.  Justice  to  Ireland  requires  not  only  that  the  laws 
should  be  just,  but  that  they  should  be  obeyed.  It  is  my  sympathy 
with  the  Irish  people  which  forces  me  into  strong  opposition  to  the 
political  views  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Parnell.  The  latter,  so  far  as 
I  know,  has  not  changed.  The  former  five  years  ago  condemned  and 
denounced  him  ;  now  he  comes  forward  as  his  apologist  and  defender. 
Am  I  Avrong  not  to  follow  ? 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  JOHN  BRIGHT." 

HIS    SYMPATHY    FOR    IRELAND. 

From  Melrose  on  October  2.  1887,  Mr.  Bright  wrote  a  letter,  in 
which  was  the  following  passage : — 

"  My  sympathy  for  Ireland  was  not  born  of  faction  and  in  a  struggle 
for  office  and  pay  and  power.  It  was  as  strong  as  it  is  now  thirty  years 
ago,  before  Mr.  Gladstone,  Sir  William  Harcourt  or  Mr.  Morley,  and 
their  noisy  followers,  had  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of  the  Irish  tenantry  or 
of  the  sufferings  of  any  portion  of  the  Irish  people.  That  sympathy  is 
not  lessened  in  my  mind,  but  is  strengthened  by  recent  events.  We 
have  delivered  the  Irish  tenant  from  all  that  was  unjust  and  oppressive 
in  the  laws  affecting  his  tenure  of  land.  What  more  is  needed,  or  most 
needed,  is  to  set  him  free  from  the  wicked  conspiracj^  which  is  leading 
him  to  dishonesty  and  to  crime.  He  is  taught  by  the  leaders  of  this 
conspiracy  that  his  true  interest  is  to  plunder  hie  landlord  and  to  cherish 
a  bitter  hatred  of  England  ;  and  industry,  and  honesty,  and  regard 
for  the  law,  are  not  only  neglected,  but  despised  and  condemned. 

"  It  is  this  conspiracy  which  the  bulk  of  the  Liberal  party  is  now 
asked  to  ally  itself  with.  Its  leaders,  forgetting  whatever  is  honourable 
in  its  past  history,  ask  their  followers  to  march  in  a  path  which  can  lead 
only  to  party  disgrace  and  national  disaster." 

THE  TYRANNY  OF  THE  LEAGUE. 

At  a  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the  Handsworth  Radical  Associa- 
tion, in  January,  1888,  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Bright,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  askecl : — 

"  Where  would  the  Queen  find  her  Privy  Councillors  and  the  members 
of  her  Irish  Cabinet,  and  from  what  section  of  the  Dublin  Parliament 
would  she  select  them  ?  Would  the  Dublin  Parliament  differ  materially 
from  the  well-known  eighty-six  Irish  members  now  sitting  in  West- 
minster ?  And  if  not,  howr  many  of  the  men  with  whose  faces  and 
conduct  we  have  been  familiar  during  the  last  seven  years  would  be 
installed  as  Ministers  of  the  Crown  ?  One  of  them,  and  not  the  least 
important  of  them,  urges  his  countrymen  to  treat  as  a  leper  the  man  who 
breaks  the  order  of  the  Land  League.  He  urges  in  a  public  manifesto,. 
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all  Irish  tenants  to  refuse  the  payment  of  rent,  and  in  a  noted  speech 
to  Irishmen  in  America,  from  whom  the  main  portion  of  his  funds  is 
derived,  he  is  reported  to  have  said  : — '  When  we  have  given  Ireland 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  we  shall  have  laid  the  foundation  upon  which 
to  build  up  our  Irish  nation.  And  let  us  not  forget  that  that  is  the 
ultimate  goal  at  \vhich  all  we  Irishmen  aim.  None  of  us,  whether  we 
be  in  America  or  in  Ireland,  will  be  satisfied  until  we  have  destroyed  the 
last  link  which  keeps  Ireland  bound  to  England.'  " 

MR.    BRIGHT'S    CONSISTENCY. 

The  pamphlet  closes  with  the  following  extract  from  the  Rochdale 
Star  of  February  12,  1892  : — 

"  At  a  political  meeting  in  Rochdale  the  other  day  it  was  asserted 
that  Mr.  John  Bright' s  aversion  to  Home  Rule  was  the  growth  of  his 
latter  days,  but  the  following  letter  has  been  unearthed  from  Robertson's 
life  of  the  late  right  hon.  gentleman.  It  bears  date  twenty  years  ago, 
January,  1872,  proving  that  at  least  for  seventeen  years  there  was  no 
change  in  his  views.  The  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  O'Donoghue. 

"  It  is  said  that  some  persons  engaged  in  the  canvass  of  the  country 
of  Kerry  have  spoken  of  me  as  an  advocate  of  what  is  termed  Home 
Rule  in  Ireland.  I  hope  no  one  has  ventured  to  say  anything  so  absurd 
and  untrue.  If  it  has  been  said  by  anyone  of  any  authority  in  the  county, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  contradict  it.  To  have  two  representative 
legislative  assemblies  or  parliaments  in  the  United  Kingdom  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  an  intolerable  mischief,  and  I  think  no  sensible  man  can 
wish  for  two  within  the  limits  of  the  present  United  Kingdom  who* 
does  not  wish  the  United  Kingdom  to  become  two  or  more  nations, 
entirely  separated  from  each  other.  Excuse  me  for  troubling  you  with  this.. 
It  is  no  duty  of  mine  to  interfere  in  your  contest,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misrepresented." 
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WHERE  DOES  HOME  RULE  STAND? 

Is  Mr.  Asquith  Pledged  or  not? 


In  the  issue  of  Irish  Facts  for  January,  Mr.  Asquith' s  Home  Rule 
declaration  at  the  Albert  Hall  was  dealt  with  at  some  length.  The 
suggestion  was  made  that  there  was  in  the  Prime  Minister's  declaration 
a  vagueness  as  to  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 
This  was  admitted  by  the  Freeman's  Journal  December  15.  It  was, 
however,  pointed  out  that  since  Mr.  Redmond  in  a  speech  at  Dublin  on 
December  15  interpreted  Mr.  Asquith's  declaration  to  mean  "  a 
mandate  to  enable  his  party  and  himself  to  deal  with  Home  Rule  in  the 
next  Parliament  by  legislation — by  legislation  the  moment  he  has 
abolished  the  House  of  Lord's  veto  "  there  was  on  the  part  of  Unionists 
no  right  to  assume  that  there  could  be  any  doubts  as  to  the  definite 
character  of  the  Prime  Minister's  pledge. 

Mr.  Redmond  says  Mr.  Asquith  Pledged. 

Subsequently  at  other  meetings,  Mr.  Redmond  made  statements  of 
a  similar  nature- — 

"  The  abolition  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  only 
obstacle  to  the  granting  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland.  The  Premier  of 
England,  on  behalf  of  his  Party,  has  asked  from  the  English  electors 
a  mandate  to  entitle  him  to  introduce  that  measure  in  the  next 
Parliament  after  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  has  been  abolished." 
(Derryt  December  30.) 

"  Asquith's  pledge  at  the  Albert  Hall  was  complete  and 
unequivocal,  and  instead  of  being  dead  and  buried,  Home  Rule  was 
to-day,  next  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  leading  issue  in  British  politics 
at  the  General  Election." — (Belfast,  December  31.) 

"  I  believe — in  a  few  short  months,  it  may  be,  or  at  all  events,  in 
a  few  short  years,  by  the  concession  to  this  country  of  a  full  measure 
of  self-government  to  which  the  whole  Liberal  Cabinet  and  the 
Liberal  Party  are  pledged  before  the  world." — (Belfast,  January  1.) 

"  Full  Home  Rule  is  to-day  one  of  the  questions  submitted  by 
the  present  Government  to  the  English  electors,  and  Mr.  Asquith, 
in  his  statement  the  other  n;ght,  a«ked  from  the  people  of  England 
a  mandate  to  enable  him,  not  only  to  deal  with  the  veto  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  but  to  extend  to  Ireland  what  he  called  a  full  system  of 
self-government  for  all  purely  Irish  affairs." — (Waterford,  January  4.) 

Mr.  Dillon  says  "  Ditto." 

Mr.  Redmond's  opinion  received  the  support  of  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Dillon,  who  interpreted  the  Prime  Minister's  utterances  in  a  similar 
-way. 
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Speaking  at  Swinford  on  December  28,  Mr.  Dillon  said : — 

"  We  have  obtained  a  declaration  in  favour  of  self-government 
for  Ireland.  I  adopt  these  .words  deliberately,  because  I  really  think 
that  they  convey  more  than  the  expression,  Home  Rule.  Home 
Rule  is  the  old  formula,  for  which  we  have  been  fighting  for  25  years  ; 
but  full  self-government  is  more  definite,  because  full  self-govern- 
ment means  the  right  to  control  all  Irish  affairs  within  the  seas  of 
Ireland. 

"  The  real  question  for  us  is  whether  that  declaration  has  made 
Home  Rule  one  of  the  leading  issues  at  the  coming  election,  and 
I  maintain  that  there  cannot  be  any  difference  on  this  question. 

"  A  solemn  declaration  made  under  such  circumstances  by  the 
leader  of  an  English  Party  in  power,  surrounded  by  his  Ministers, 
cannot  be  repudiated  by  him  as  long  as  he  remains  at  the  head  of 
his  Party,  without  a  dishonour  that  would  pursue  him  to  the  end  of 
his  life." — Freeman's  Journal,  December  29. 

The  Bombshell. 

Judge,  therefore,  the  consternation  in  Irish  Home  Rule  circles 
when  the  following  appeared  in  the  Press : — 

"  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  the  Chief  Liberal  Whip,  addressed  a  meeting 
in  the  Saffron  Walden  Division  last  night. 

"  In  reply  to  a  question  whether  the  Liberal  Government,  if 
returned,  would  give  Home  Rule,  Mr.  Pease  said  the  Liberal  Party 
were  under  no  pledge  to  grant  Home  Rule.  Mr.  Asquith's  declaration 
only  meant  that  the  ban  which  the  Liberal  Party  placed  on 
itself  at  the  last  election  was  now  removed,  and  Liberals  were  free  if 
they  so  desired  to  extend  self-government  to  Ireland,  although  every 
one  in  the  Government  was  pledged  not  to  give  Ireland  a  Parliament 
which  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  union  of  the  two  countries." — 
Times,  January  18. 

On  January  19,  The  Times  published  the  following  fuller  version  of 
Mr.  Pease's  replies  : — 

"  We  have  received  the  following  fuller  version  of  the  important 
declaration  on  Home  Rule  made  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  the  Chief 
Liberal  Whip,  at  Sible  Hedingham  on  Monday  night.  After  the 
candidate  had  concluded  his  address  questions  were  invited. 

"  Mr.  Robert  Balls,  auctioneer  and  estate-agent,  said  : — 

"  Mr.  Pease,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Liberals  have 
the  interest  of  the  country  at  heart  ? 

"  Mr.  Pease  :   Certainly. 

"  Mr.  Balls  :  Do  we,  in  this  constituency,  understand  from  Mr. 
Asquith's  speech  at  the  Albert  Hall  that  if  the  Liberals  are  returned 
to  power  they  will  give  Home  Rule  to  Ireland  ? 

"  Mr.  Pease  :  There  was  no  pledge  given  at  the  Albert  Hall  that 
Home  Rule  will  be  given  to  Ireland.  What  was  said  was  that  the 
ban  that  was  placed  by  the  Liberal  Party  on  itself  at  the  last  General 
Election  was  removed,  so  that  the  Liberals  are  free,  if  they  so  desire, 
to  extend  self-government  to  Ireland.  But,  of  course,  every  one  in 
the  Government  is  pledged  not  to  give  to  the  Irish  an  independent 
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Parliament,  but  to  give  self-government  consistent  with  the  union  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Ireland. 

"  Mr.  Balls  accepted  the  reply,  but  remarked  that  he  would 
have  preferred  a  plain  Yes  or  No." 

More  Questions  and  Answers. 

With  reference  to  the  other  questions  put  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  at  another 
meeting,  the  following  correspondence  was  published  in  The  Times : — 

"  Sir, — At  a  meeting  at  Widdington  this  evening  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease 
pledged  himself  to  vote  against  Home  Rule  for  Ireland.  The 
questions  I  asked  him  and  his  answers  are  set  out  fully  below. 

"  My  address  at  the  Temple  is  2,  Paper  Buildings,  where  my 
signature  can  be  verified. 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  ANWYL  THEOBALD. 
"  Widdington  House,  Newport,  Essex,  January  17. 

"  (1)  Q. — Are  you  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  ? 

"  A. — I  do   not  know   exactly  what  you   mean.     I   am   in 
favour  of  local  self-government. 

"  (2)  Q. — Are  you  in  favour  of  granting  Mr.  Redmond's  demands  ? 
"  A. — I  do  not  know  what  they  are. 

"  (3)  Q. — Are  you  in  favour  of  granting  a  Parliament  to  Ireland 
with  an  independent  Executive  ? 

"  A. — I  am  not." — The  Times,  January  19. 

Mr.  Pease  took  exception  to  this  account  in  the  following  telegram  : — 
"  Mr.  Theobald's  statement  appearing  in  The  Times  of  to-day, 
relating  to  questions  he  addressed  to  me  on  Home  Rule  and  my 
replies  thereto  is  inaccurate.  Unfortunately  no  reporter  was  present. 
Important  words  are  left  out,  both  in  the  questions  alleged  to  have 
been  submitted  and  in  my  answers.  The  principle  question  pressed 
was  whether  I  was  in  favour  of  an  independent  Parliament ;  to  this 
I  gave  a  negative  answer.  An  independent  Parliament  obviously 
meant  one  not  subject  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
I  clearly  stated  that  I  was  in  favour  of  self-government  being  given 
to  the  Irish  people  to  enable  them  to  manage  their  own  affairs." — 
The  Times,  January  20. 

Whereupon  another  correspondent  wrote  : — 

"  Sir, — I  see  in  your  issue  of  to-day  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  pretends 
to  deny  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Theobald's  report  of  question  and 
answer  on  the  subject  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland. 

"  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  in  question,  and  the  only  omission 
that  I  can  detect  in  Mr.  Theobald's  account  is  that  he  makes  no 
.mention  of  a  fourth  question,  viz : — 

"  (4)  Will  you  pledge  yourself  to  vote  against  any  such  proposal  ? 
"  Answer :  I  will. 

"  Whereupon  Mr.  Theobald  thanked  Mr.  Pease  for  such  very 
>  straightforward  answers. 
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"  With  the  exception  of  these  omissions  I  am  absolutely  certain 
that  Mr.  Theobald's  report  was  a  verbatim  account  of  both 
question  and  answer. 

"Yours  faithfully, 

"  JAMES  W.  COUBT. 

"  Widdington  Rectory,  Newport,  Essex,  January   20." — The  Times, 
January  21. 

A  Remarkable  Coincidence. 

Electors  were  not  long  in  seeing  that  this  candid  utterance  coincided 
exactly  with  the  end  of  the  polls  in  the  boroughs  where  the  Irish  Home 
Rule  vote  is  of  importance,  and  with  the  beginning  of  the  country  polls 
where  there  are  few  Home  Rule  votes,  but  instead  a  general  opposition 
to  Mr.  Redmond's  demands.  Mr.  Ian  Malcolm  in  a  letter  to  The  Times 
pointed  out  the  significance  of  this.  He  wrote  : — 

"  I  hope  that  widespread  attention  will  be  given  to  the  fact  that 
the  Chief  Whip  of  the  Liberal  Party  stated  last  night,  in  answer  to 
a  question  in  the  Saffron  Walden  Division,  '  that  the  Liberal  Party 
are  under  no  pledge  to  grant  Home  Rule.'  It  all  depends,  of  course, 
what  '  pledges '  amount  to  at  election  time,  but  the  normal  man 
ki  normal  times  could  never  construe  Mr.  Asquith's  speech  at  the 
Albert  Hall,  on  December  10th,  in  the  sense  now  desired  by  Mr.  Pease. 
By  implication  that  speech  promised  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  at  the 
earliest  moment,  and  in  that  belief  thousands  of  Irish  voters  in 
England  have  already  plighted  their  troth  to  the  Liberal  Party.  In 
that  belief,  too,  Mr.  Asquith's  colleagues  have  dangled  the  Home  Rule 
bait  before  the  electors  in  scores  of  recent  speeches,  and  their  ally, 
Mr.  John  Redmond,  has  boasted  of  his  share  in  extracting  the 
promised  land  from  the  Prime  Minister.  Now  we  are  told  that 
'  the  Liberal  Party  is  under  no  pledge  '  ;  so  it  would  seem  that 
the  mass  of  Irishmen,  who  in  this  country  have  by  their  votes  sold 
their  Roman  Catholic  schools  for  Home  Rule,  have  been  utterly 
betrayed.  I  had  begun  to  suspect  as  much  when  I  saw  no  reference 
to  the  Irish  question  in  Mr.  Asquith's  election  address,  and  read  no 
mention  of  it  in  his  recent  speeches,  but  I  little  thought  that  his  true 
intention  would  be  thus  cynically  advertised  by  his  chief  party  organiser 
just  before  the  elections  in  the  boroughs  (where  Irishmen  reside)  were 
concluded,  and  also  just  before  the  elections  in  the  counties  (which 
hate  the  idea  of  Home  Rule)  had  commenced.  The  idea  is  clever  ;  but 
it  is  not  cricket." — January  19. 

The  Prime  Minister  explains. 

Here  Mr.  Pease  may  be  left  and  attention  given  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Asquith,  face  to  face  with  his  constituents  was  forced  to  refer  to  the 

the  question.     He  made  no  specific  reference  to  the  subject  in  his  Election 

Address.     A  strange  omission  for  one  who  was  pledged  to  introduce  a 

Home  Rule  Bill.     Referring  to  this  at  Leven  on  January  18,  he  said : — 

."  He  was  asked  sometimes  why  he  had  omitted  from  his  election 

address  all  reference  to  a  number  of  burning  questions — for  instance, 

education  in  England,   land  in  Scotland,   and  the  development  fc 
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self-government  in  Ireland.  His  answer  was  a  very  simple  one.  He 
had  dealt  with  these  topics  in  the  Albert  Hall,  and  had  tried  to  put 
in  proper  relation  their  importance  one  to  another,  and  his  reason 
for  omitting  them  from  his  address  was  because  there  was  a  prelimin- 
ary question  which  had  to  be  settled  before  they  approached  one  of 
them.  It  was  not  of  the  least  use  promising  the  electors,  and  he  for 
the  moment,  speaking  as  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party,  was  not  going 
to  promise  the  electors,  at  this  election  any  specific  legislation  in  the 
new  Parliament  as  to  any  of  those  matters.  The  electors  knew  the 
Government's  views,  desires,  and  intentions,  and  until  they  had 
overcome  the  obstacle,  the  permanent  obstacle  which  prevented 
them  giving  effective  expression  to  those  views  and  legislative 
embodiment  to  those  intentions,  it  was  no  good  whatever  talking 
about  legislation.  He  asked  the  electors  to  send  him  back  to 
Westminster  as  the  representative  of  East  Fife  charged  afresh  with 
authority  to  maintain  at  all  hazards  and  against  all  comers  our 
system  of  Free  Trade  and  to  put  an  end  once  and  for  all  to  the 
constitutional  paradox  which  enabled  a  non-representative  assembly 
to  veto  and  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

"  Questioned  specifically  about  Home  Rule. 

"  Mr.  Asquith  replied : — I  promise  no  legislation  of  any  kind 
in  the  next  Parliament  until  we  have  settled  our  conclusions  with  the 
House  of  Lords  ;  but  I  have  also  stated  that  in  my  opinion  the 
Liberal  Party  Avould  be  perfectly  free  in  the  next  Parliament,  as  it 
was  not  in  the  last,  to  support  a  measure  for  giving  full  self-government 
to  purely  Irish  affairs  to  Ireland  subject  to  the  maintenance,  abso- 
lutely unimpaired,  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament."- 
Times,  January  19. 

It  was  for  Mr.  Redmond  to  make  these  declarations  square  with  his 
own  words,  given  above,  that  Mr.  Asquith  asked  for  "  a  mandate  to  enable 
his  party  and  himself  to  deal  with  Home  Rule  in  the  next  Parliament 
by  legislation — by  legislation  the  moment  he  has  abolished  the  House  of 
Lords." 

Mr.  Redmond  Intervenes. 

The  Irish  Nationalist  leader  at  Dublin  on  January  21,  endeavoured 
to  explain  away  Mr.  Asquith's  utterances. 

First  he  repeated  his  previous  words,  saying  : — 

"  Mr.  Asquith  has  gone  and  he  has  asked  from  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  a  mandate  to  enable  him  in  the  coming  Parliament 
to  deal  legislatively  with  the  question  of  Home  Rule  upon  these  lines. 
Before  introducing  a  Home  Rule  Bill  in  the  coming  Parliament  he 
has  told  everybody  that  he  must  first  deal  with  the  veto  of  the  House 
of  Lords." — Freeman's  Journal,  January  22. 

But  Mr.  Redmond's  later  remarks  were  certainly  inconsistent  with 
this  opinion.  However,  he  continued: — 

"  There  has  been  in  the  columns  of  some  of  the  daily  newspapers 

quite  recently  a  great  deal  of  ridiculous  nonsense  to  the  effect  that 

within  the  last  few  days  Mr.  Asquith  has  modified  the  pledge  which 

v'he  gave  to  Ireland  in  his  Albert  Hall  speech.     He  has  done  nothing 
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of  the  kind.  Mr.  Asquith  is  not  perhaps  as  enthusiastic  and  extreme 
a  Home  Ruler  as  I  would  like.  But  I  will  say  this  of  Mr.  Asquith 
that  he  is  perfectly  straight  and  candid  in  everything  that  he  says." — 
Freeman's  Journal,  January  27. 

After  this  testimonial  to  the  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Redmond  went  on 
to  say : — 

"  He  said.  .  .  in  the  next  Parliament  he  was  free,  as  he  was  not 
in  the  last  Parliament,    to  support  a  measure  giving  full  self-govern- 
ment in  purely  Irish  affairs  to  Ireland,  subject  to  the  maintenance  o£ 
the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.     That  is  not  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  pledge  :    it  is  a  reiteration  of  his  pledge." 
Previously  Mr.   Redmond  had  interpreted  Mr.   Asquith's  pledge  to> 
be  to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill  immediately  the  veto  of  the  House  of  • 
Lords  was  abolished.     Now  when  Mr.  Asquith  declares  that  he  pledges 
himself  to  nothing  until  the  veto  is  abolished,  Mr.  Redmond  is  content 
to  see  in  that  merely  a  reiteration  of  the  previous  promise.     Mr.  Asquith 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  a  follower  who  can  be  so  easily  satisfied. 

An  Adaptable  IY1.P. 

Mr.  Redmond  indeed  easily  adapts  himself  to  the  situation  as  thev 
following  extract  shows.  His  speech  continues  : — 

"  Remember  the  most  important  part  of  the  pledge  which 
Mr.  Asquith  gave  to  the  people  of  the  Three  Kingdoms  was  this :  he 
said  that  after  the  next  election  the  Liberal  Party  would  not  remain 
in  office  for  one  single  hour  unless  power  were  given  them  to  abolish 
or  limit  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords.  And  when  he  says  that  he 
won't  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill  until  he  has  dealt  with  that  veto* 
he  is  simply  reiterating  the  pledge  which,  I  believe,  is  the  most  hope- 
ful thing  in  the  whole  situation." 

These  words  need  examination.  Mr.  Redmond  declared  that 
Mr.  Asquith  had  pledged  himself  to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill  im- 
mediately the  "  veto  "  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  destroyed.  There  was 
something  positive.  Mr.  Asquith's  attitude  raised  doubts  of  his  design- 
being  correctly  interpreted  by  the  Irish  Nationalist  leader.  Now,  as  was 
pointed  out,  Mr.  Redmond  declares  that  Mr.  Asquith  has  reiterated  his 
pledge  by  saying  that  he  will  not  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill  until  the 
"  veto  "  is  abolished.  A  negative  resolution  entirely  different  from  the 
previous  design  which  was  that  he  would  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill 
when  the  "  veto  "  had  been  swept  away. 

Mr.  Redmond  must  have  thought  that  his  audience  was  particularly 
ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the  English  language  not  to  discover  the 
difference  between  his  two  utterances.  Indeed  it  would  seem  that 
Mr.  Redmond  himself  was  not  quite  certain  how  the  change  of  tone — his 
admission  that  he  had  been  done — would  be  taken.  He  immediately 
followed  the  extract  given  above,  first  by  declaring : — 

"  We  in  Ireland  are  not  such  imbeciles  and  fools  as  to  ask 
Mr.  Asquith  and  the  Liberal  Party  to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill 
in  the  coming  session  before  they  have  dealt  with  the  veto  of  the  House 
of  Lords." 

An  utterance  that  was  quite  safe  since  nobody  ever  attributed  such 
an  intention  to  the  Irish  Nationalists.  Then  threats  followed.  He  said  : — 


«0  Irish  Facts.  [February,  1910. 


"  I  would  like  to  see  the  Liberal  Party,  I  care  not  what  its 
majority,  which  will  dare  to  deny  to  Irishmen  the  right  to  Home  Rule. 
The  moment  that  veto  is  limited  or  abolished  then  the  first  friendly 
House  of  Commons  that  is  elected  will  carry  Home  Rule  for  Ireland." 

The  Question  without  an  Answer. 

All  this  is  quite  beside  the  point.  The  truculence  is  assumed  to  cover 
a  weak  case.  The  question,  which  Mr.  Redmond  carefully  avoided 
answering  is : — 

"  Has  Mr.  Asquith  pledged  himself  to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill 

the  moment  he  has  abolished  the  House  of  Lords  veto  ?  " 

Mr.  Redmond  on  December  15  said  that  the  Prime  Minister  had. 
Is  he  still  of  that  opinion,  and  what  evidence  has  he  from  Mr.  Asquith' s 
later  references  to  Home  Rule  to  support  his  views  ?  That  is  the  point 
upon  which  Mr.  Redmond  is  requested  to  reply. 

The  mystery  wants  clearing  up  and  doubtless  when  the  Parties  meet 
face  to  face  at  Westminster  the  question  will  receive  attention.  Mr. 
Asquith's  dependence  upon  the  Irish  Nationalist  vote  adds  piquancy  to 
the  situation. 

PHILIP  G.  CAMBRAY. 

APPENDIX. 

Mr.  Asquith  on  Home  Rule. 

It  was  not  given  to  Mr.  Asquith  to  escape  further  references  to  Home 
Rule  in  the  course  of  his  campaign.  The  opinions  were  not  given  freely 
in  his  speeches,  but  had  to  be  dragged  out  of  him  by  hecklers. 

The  following  are  his  replies  to  questions  on  the  subject : — 

JANUARY  19. 

"  At  Largoward,  an  elector  asked :  What  is  the  system  of  self- 
government  which  Mr.  Asquith  proposes  for  Ireland  ?  Does  it  include 
the  full  control  by  the  Irish  ? 

"  Mr.  Asquith  :  I  am  not  going  to  answer  any  question  as  to  the  details 
of  a  measure  of  Home  Rule  until  it  comes  to  the  time  for  such  a  measure 
being  introduced.  I  am,  however,  in  favour,  of  no  measure  of  Home 
Rule  which  will  not  reserve  the  complete  supremacy  of  the  Imperial 
Government." — The  Times,  January  20. 

JANUARY  20. 

"  At  Auchtermuchty,  Mr.  Asquith  after  delivering  his  speech,  was 
subjected  to  considerable  heckling,  and  when  questioned  on  the  subject 
of  Home  Rule,  he  refused  to  enter  into  the  details  of  any  possible  Bill." — 
The  Times,  January  21. 

"  At  Ladybank,  an  elector  asked  :  Seeing  that  you  have  made  a 
declaration  in  favour  of  Home  Rule,  will  you  agree  to  Mr.  Redmond's 
demand  for  separation  ? 

"  Mr.  Asquith :  No,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  demand. 

"  The  elector :  That  is  the  demand  of  the  Irish  Party. 

"  Mr.  Asquith :  At  any  rate,  I  will  not  accede  to  it." — The  Times, 
January  21. 
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JANUARY  21. 

• 

"  At  Kingsbarns,  an  elector  asked :  Did  the  country  not  approve  of 
what  the  House  of  Lords  did  in  rejecting  the  Home  Rule  Bill  ? 

"  Mr.  Asquith  :  It  may  have  done  so,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  now. 
(Cheers  and  cries  of  '  Oh.')  " — The  Times,  January  22. 

JANUARY  24. 

"  At  Newport,  an  elector  asked  :  Are  you  still  in  favour  of  granting 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland  by  instalments  ? 

"  Mr.  Asquith  said  :  '  I  am  not  sure  I  ever  used  that  expression  ;  I 
am  in  favour  of  granting  to  Ireland  a  full  measure  of  self-government  in 
relation  to  purely  Irish  affairs,  subject  to  the  unimpaired  supremacy  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  and  Imperial  Government.'" — The  Times, 
January  25. 

JANUARY  24. 

"  At  Wormit  an  elector  asked  Mr.  Asquith  about  details  of  a  Home 
Rule  Bill  for  Ireland. 

"  Mr.  Asquith  said  :  'I  have  laid  down  two  principles  which  cover  the 
whole  ground.  You  must  set  up,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  this  question,  a  body  which  will  have  full  powers  of  self- 
government  in  purely  Irish  affairs.  That  would  not  include  control  of 
the  fiscal  question.  As  far  as  this  country  is  concerned  whatever  body 
you  set  up  we  must  maintain  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  and  Imperial 
Government  here  absolutely  unquestioned  authority  over  everything  else.'  " 
— The  Times,  January  25. 
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HOW  MR.  REDMOND  DENOUNCED  THE 
HOME  RULE  BILL. 


At  a  moment  when  Mr.  Redmond  declares  his  willingness  to  accept 
it  most  moderate  form  of  Home  Rule  :  and  Mr.  Asquith  has  admitted 
the  question  once  more  into  the  circle  of  Radical  reforjns,  public  attention 
naturally  turns  towards  earlier  Home  Rule  measures. 

There  was  a  Bill  in  1893  that  was  to  get  the  Irish  question  out  of 
the  way  once  and  for  all.  What  was  Mr.  Redmond's  attitude  ?  On  the 
third  reading  he  denounced  the  Bill  and  declined  to  accept  it  "  as  a  full, 
final,  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  Irish  question." 

How  then  is  he  the  more  likely  to  accept  any  plan  the  Radicals  might 
to-day  bring  forward  on  Gladstonian  lines.  The  Radicals  cannot  go 
further  except  in  the  direction  of  separation  ;  and  that  they  cannot  do  if 
they  are  to  have  respect  for  their  pledge  to  "  safeguard  the  supreme  and 
indefeasible  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament."  On  the  other  hand 
unless  the  Gladstonian  plan  is  extended,  the  Irish  Nationalist  will  not  regard 
it  as  a  settlement  of  the  question.  Agitation  will  go  on  as  before  ;  and 
nothing  will  have  been  gained  in  the  direction  of  relieving  the  English 
Parliament  of  the  Irish  question. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  Mr.  Redmond's  speech  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  of  1893  :— 

"  I  desire,  sir,  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  the  briefest 
possible  space,  and  to  come  to  what  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  at  once. 
I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  The  long  time 
spent  in  Committee  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  well  spent,  and  the 
discussion,  though  it  has  been  marred  often  by  triviality,  by  personal 
rancour,  and  by  party  feud — and  on  the  part  of  many  I  fear  by  a 
want  of  bona  fides — yet  on  the  whole  it  has  been  a  worthy  discussion, 
and  has  thrown  much  light  on  this  difficult  and  complicated  problem. 
"  We  have  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  this  discussion,  and  for  the 
first  time  we  are  able  to  look  upon  this  measure  as  a  whole,  and  so 
looking  at  it  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  repeating  a  few  words 
which  1  used  in  this  House  on  the  night  that  this  measure  was  intro- 
duced. To-day,  as  they  did  then,  they  exactly  express  my  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  I  said  on  that  occasion,  '  In  my  opinion 
this  Bill  is  defective  in  very  grave  and  important  matters.  In  some 
others  it  is  gravely  disappointing,  and  in  the  financial  aspect  it  is 
not  only  ungenerous,  but  absolutely  unjust.'  I  went  on  to  say  that 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  so  to  mould  the  Bil 
in  Committee,  that  it  might  become  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
Irish  National  question. 

"  Since  I  spoke  these  words  it  has  passed  through  the  ordeal 
of  Committee.  We  have  endeavoured  to  use  such  opportunities 
as  were  afforded  to  us,  so  to  mould  the  Bill  that  it  would  satisfy  what 
we  consider  are  the  necessary  conditions  of  any  reasonable  settlement 
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of  this  problem,  and  I  regret  now,  at  the  end  of  all  these  discussions, 
to  think  every  single  effort  of  ours  in  that  direction  failed.  Those 
portions  of  the  Bill  which  we  regarded  as  objectionable  and  dangerous, 
were  voted  against  by  us,  but  our  votes  were  orerborne.  Those 
portions  that  we  regarded  as  faulty  and  defective  we  endeavoured 
to  amend,  and  again  our  amendments  were  rejected  by  the  Government 
and  an  overwhelming  majority  in  the  House.  The  changes  which 
have  been  made  in  the  Bill  are  changes  which  on  the  whole  are  for 
the  worse  and  not  for  the  better.  One  result,  and  one  result  only, 
of  the  discussion  in  Committee  is  thoroughly  satisfactory,  and  it  is 
this,  as  the  Bill  now  stands  no  man  in  his  senses  can  regard  it  as  a  full, 
final,  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  Irish  question.  Sir,  the  word 
'  provisional,'  so  to  speak,  has  been  stamped  in  red  ink  across  every 
page  of  this  Bill. 

"  From  one  point  of  view  I  regret  this.  I  have  always  believed 
that  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  amongst 
Englishmen  was  the  hope  that  the  passage  of  a  Home  Rule  Bill  into 
law  would  mean  getting  rid  of  the  Irish  question,  and  from  the  Irish 
point  of  view,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  we  can  do  nothing  really 
effective  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  our  people  until 
full  and  unfettered  powers  over  purely  Irish  affairs  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Irishmen.  I  saj  at  once,  without  any  concealment  whatever, 
that  were  this  Bill  put  before  us — or  perhaps  I  should  say  put  before 
me,  for  I  wish  to  speak  for  myself  only — if  this  Bill  were  put  before  me 
as  the  '  be  all  and  the  end  all '  of  the  National  aspirations  of  Ireland, 
as  a  full,  final,  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  National  demands, 
and  were  we  asked  to  accept  it  as  such  I  should  feel  myself  bound 
to  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the  BilL  On  the  contrary,  I  would 
say  that  this  Bill  as  it  now  stands  could  not  in  any  conceivable  cir- 
cumstances, if  passed  into  law,  afford  a  full,  final,  and  satisfactory 
settlement  of  this  question. 

"  It  would  not  be  a  full  settlement,  because  it  leaves  over  for 
future  consideration  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  some  of  the 
most  vital  of  Irish  interests,  and  withholds  control  over  them  from 
Ireland. 

"  It  would  not  be  a  final  settlement,  because,  in  my  opinion, 
of  necessity  no  partial  grant  of  autonomy  can  be  final.  Whether 
the  experiment  be  successful  and  the  constitutional  liberties  of  the 
Irish  people  be  widened  and  increased,  or  whether  the  experiment  be 
unsuccessful  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  annulled  and  destroyed — 
in  either  case  no  man  can  say  that  such  partial  and  restricted  powers 
can  by  any  human  possibility  be  invested  with  the  element  of  finality. 

"  It  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  satisfactory  to  England,  because 
no  settlement  can  be  satisfactory  to  England  which  does  not  end 
as  it  ought  to  end,  this  question,  and  no  settlement  could  be  satis- 
factory to  Ireland  which  does  not  make  Irishmen  masters  of  their 
own  country. 

"  In  the  words  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  recent  National 
Convention — '  The  manifest  injustice  of  the  financial  provisions, 
the  constitution  of  the  proposed  legislature,  and  the  degrading  and 
petty  restrictions  with  which  its  action  is  hampered,  the  reservation 
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to  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  the  power  to  impose  and  control  Irish 
taxes,  and  of  power  over  so  many  Irish  interests  of  paramount  impor- 
tance in  the  development  of  the  nation,  coupled  with  the  reduction 
of  the  Irish  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  during  the 
period  of  such  reservation,  leaves  little  beyond  the  mere  assertion 
of  the  principle  of  Home  Rule  to  commend  the  present  Bill  to  Irish 
Nationalists,  and  renders  it  impossible  of  acceptance  as  a  full,  final, 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  National  question.' 

"  Sir,  every  one  of  the  objections  to  the  details  of  the  Bill  which 
are  mentioned  in  that  resolution  were  dealt  with,  so  far  as  opportunity 
permitted  us  to  deal  with  them  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  but  the 
views  we  expressed  in  our  speeches  and  by  our  votes  were  overborne. 
Again,  I  regard  the  financial  portion  of  the  Bill  as  so  gross  and  faulty 
that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  allow  the  third  reading 
to  pass  without  protesting  against  it,  and  making  it  perfectly  clear 
that  my  vote  on  this  third  reading  is  not  be  to  regarded  as  expressing 
approval  of  this  part  of  the  Bill. 

"  It  is  not  alone  that  we  regard  the  financial  scheme  as  ungenerous, 
considering  the  past  history  of  the  relationship  between  the  two 
countries  and  the  disparity  of  wealth  between  them — it  is  not  alone 
that  we  think  the  proposal  morally  unjust  and  that  we  are  being  robbed 
of  money — tout  we  believe  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  govern 
Ireland  under  this  financial  scheme.  For  my  part,  I  believe  that  any 
effort  to  govern  Ireland  under  this  financial  scheme  would  not  only 
mean  making  it  absolutely  impossible  for  the  new  Irish  Government 
to  enter  upon  the  work  of  developing  the  resources  of  Ireland,  im- 
proving the  material  condition  of  its  people,  and  thus  stopping  the 
tide  of  emigration  by  making  the  people  happy  and  contented  in  their 
own  homes,  but  to  attempt  such  a  policy  would  mean  National 
Bankruptcy. 

"  I  cannot  therefore,  record  my  vote  and  allow  this  occasion 
to  pass  without  maintaining  the  view  I  have  expressed  on  these  matters 
and  uttering  an  emphatic  protest  against  those  portions  of  the 
measure." — Irish  Daily  Independent,  August  31st,  1893. 
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A    UNITED    PARTY. 


The  Patriots  at  Home. 


A  Diary  of   Home  Rule  Elections. 

December  28 — Co.  Monaghan — S.  Monaghan  Division.  A  convention 
for  the  selection  of  Parliamentary  candidates  was  held  at  Carrickmacross. 
No  official  report  of  the  proceedings  were  supplied  to  the  Press,  but  the 
chairman,  the  Right  Rev.  Dean  M'Glone,  P.P.,  gave  an  account  of 
what  took  place.  Both  the  candidates,  Mr.  J.  M'Kean,  the  sitting  member, 
and  Mr.  C:  Laverty,  were  present. 

It  was  proposed  and  seconded :  "  That  Mr.  Laverty  be  requested, 
in  the  interests  of  peace,  to  retire  in  favour  of  the  sitting  member." 

The  motion  was  not  put  to  the  meeting. 

During  the  proceedings  some  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  M'Kean, 
but  when  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  explain  his  attitude  considerable 
uproar  occurred.  An  appeal  for  order  from  the  chair  had  no  effect,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  close  the  meeting. — Freeman's  Journal, 
December  28. 

January  3 — Co.  Monaghan — S.  Monaghan  Division.  A  second 
convention  was  held  at  Carrickmacross  to  select  a  candidate.  Mr.  Stephen 
Gwynn,  representing  the  National  Directory  of  the  U.I.L.,  was  present, 
and  he  with  two  other  officials  of  the  League  took  up  position  at  the  door 
of  the  hall  to  collect  the  delegates'  tickets.  A  dispute  arose  and  a  scuffle 
ensued,  during  which  Mr.  Gwynn  received  a  nasty  wound  on  the  right  ear. 
A  crowd  at  once  filed  into  the  hall  and  called  for  cheers  for  Mr.  M'Kean. 
Meanwhile,  Mr.  Gwynn  retired  to  his  hotel,  and  the  owner  of  the  convention 
hall  had  to  call  on  the  police  to  expel  the  intruders  which  proved  no  easy 
matter. — Irish  Times,  January  4. 

January  3 — Co.  Cork — Mid  Division.  Some  extraordinary  scenes 
were  witnesed  at  Macroom  in  connection  with  the  convention  for  the 
selection  of  a  candidate  nominated  by  the  TJ.I.L.  Mr.  Sheehan, 
Independent  Nationalist  candidate  and  a  large  crowd  of  his  supporters 
attempted  the  entrance  to  the  hall  where  the  meeting  was  held,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  police.  The  crowd  became  very  violent,  and  threw 
eggs  at  the  delegates  who  had  to  retire  into  the  hall.  Several  windows 
were  broken  in  the  building.  Subsequently  when  the  convention  had 
concluded  its  business  the  delegates  proceeded  to  the  Victoria  Hotel 
between  cordons  of  police,  and  those  who  were  prominently  identified 
in  the  convention,  including  the  clergy,  were  subjected  to  a  hostile  demon- 
stration. This  state  of  disorder  continued  until  late  in  the  day  when 
the  police  quietly  dispersed  the  crowd  to  their  homes. — Irish  Times, 
January  4. 
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January  9 — Co.  Monaghan — South  Division.  Scenes  of  rowdyism 
in  connection  with  the  election  in  this  constituency  took  place  near 
Castleblaney.  Mr.  Charles  Laverty,  the  Nationalist  candidate,  and 
Mr.  F.  E.  Meehan,  amid  cries  of  "  Pull  them  down,"  being  dragged  from 
their  platform  by  a  band  of  supporters  of  Mr.  John  M'Kean,  the  In- 
dependent Nationalist  candidate. 

Messrs.  Laverty  and  Meehan  were  thrown  into  the  crowd,  and 
a  rush  was  made  for  Mr.  Laverty  who  was  kicked  on  the  legs. 

The  disturbance  took  place  at  a  meeting  held  in  support  of 
Mr.  Laverty. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Mass,  the  Rev.  Hugh  M'Meel,  P.P.,  appealed 
to  the  congregation  to  avoid  bitterness  during  the  contest. 

Mr.  Meehan,  who  addressed  the  crowd,  said  he  was  surprised  that 
any  Catholic  who  had  just  heard  Father  M'Meel,  could  act  after  the 
manner  of  the  interrupters.  He  was  received  with  cries  of  "  We'll  have 
no  clerical  dictation.  We  are  not  priest-ridden." — Dublin  Daily  Express. 
January  11. 

January  23— Co.  Cork — Mid  Division.  Mr.  Fallon,  the  U.I.L. 
candidate,  arranged  to  hold  a  meeting  in  Ballincollig,  but  when  he  and 
his  party  arrived  they  found  the  village  in  the  possession  of  a  large 
hostile  crowd  of  Mr.  Sheehan's,  the  Independent  Nationalist  supporters. 
Mr.  Fallon  and  his  friends  then  entered  a  small  hall,  but  very  little 
order  could  be  obtained,  there  being  incessant  interruptions  and  cheers 
for  Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Sheehan,  and  shouts  of  down  with  Devlin's  "  Molly 
Maguires."  Outside  the  hall  a  large  force  of  police  had  great  trouble 
to  prevent  the  mob  from  storming  the  building  and  inflicting  injury  on 
the  speakers.  As  the  Fallon  party  left  the  hall,  heavily  guarded  by  the 
police,  they  were  stoned  by  the  mob  and  several  of  them  received  injuries. 
— Irish  Times,  January  24. 

January  23— Co.  Cork— N.E.  Division.  While  Mr.  W.  O'Brien 
was  holding  a  meeting  at  Fermoy  in  connection  with  his  contest  a  large 
crowd  of  disorderly  element  assembled  and  their  conduct  became  so 
aggressive  at  times  that  the  police  were  forced  to  make  several  baton 
charges  and  some  people  were  injured  including  one  of  the  police. — 
Dublin  Daily  Express,  January  24. 

January  23 — Co.  Tyrone — E.  Division.  While  Mr.  Kettle,  the 
Nationalist  candidate,  jvus  proceeding  in  a  wagonette  with  a  number  of  his 
supporters  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Cookstown  stones  were  thro-vn  at  the 
party,  and  it  is  alleged  that  shots  were  fired. — Dvblin  Daily  Express, 
January  25. 

January  23 — Co.  Mayo — S.  Division.  The  district  is  in  a  state 
of  disorder  as  a  result  of  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell,  I.N.,  defeating  Mr.  Conor 
O'Kelly,  U.I.L.  candidate.  The  Roman  Catholic  priests  took  an  active 
part  in  the  return  of  Mr.  O'Donnell,  and  a  crowd  assembled  outside  the 
doors  of  the  chapel  to  protest  against  the  attitude  taken  by  them  in 
the  contest.  An  organised  rush  was  made  for  the  collection  boxes,  the 
tables,  money,  and  boxes  being  scattered  in  the  chapel.  The  police 
were  unable  to  restrain  the  infuriated  crowd  who  loudly  cheered  for 
Mr.  O'Kelly. 


February,  1910.]  Irish  Facts.  67 


Early  next  morning  the  residents  of  Claremorris  were  alarmed  by 
the  announcement  that  the  reading  rooms  were  on  fire,  and  despite 
the  efforts  of  the  police  the  building  was  completely  destroyed. 

The  office  of  Mr.  Patrick  M' Garry,  Irishtown,  who  is  a  prominent 
supporter  of  Mr.  O'Donnell,  was  also  fired  and  the  police  authorities  and 
the  general  public  are  satisfied  that  both  fires  were  maliciously  caused. — 
Dublin  Daily  Express,  January  25. 

January  25 — Co.  Cork — N.E.  Division.  Castletownroache,  was  the 
scene  of  an  organised  disturbance.  A  meeting  in  support  of  the 
candidature  of  Mr.  W.  Abraham,  the  U.I.L.  nominee  was  held,  when 
a  number  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  supporters  were  in  attendance.  It  became 
necessary  on  account  of  the  great  uproar  for  the  police  to  part  the  two 
crowds,  and  a  considerable  time  elapsed  before  Mr.  Abraham  could  get 
a  hearing. — Freeman's  Journal,  January  26. 

January  25 — Co.  Mayo — N.  Division.  Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn  arrived 
at  Ballina  to  address  a  meeting  in  support  of  Alderman  Boyle,  the  U.I.L. 
candidate,  when  he  was  seized  by  a  gang  of  men  who  bundled  him  into 
a  first-class  carriage  of  an  outgoing  train  for  Dublin,  and  despite  his  pro- 
tests he  was  compelled  to  journey  as  far  as  Claremorris,  where  he  alighted 
and  returned  to  Ballina  by  motor  car. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  January  26. 

January  27 — Co.  Mayo — N.  Division.  Alderman  Boyle,  U.I.L. 
candidate  accompanied  by  Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn,  M.P.,  arrived  at  Cross- 
molina  to  address  a  meeting  but  met  with  a  very  unfavourable  reception, 
being  greeted  with  groans  and  hooting  to  such  an  extent  that  the  candidate 
and  his  friends  decided  to  postpone  the  meeting,  the  party  entering  a  hotel 
close  by.  A  few  minutes  later  Mr.  Egan,  the  Independent  Nationalist 
candidate,  arrived  to  hold  a  meeting,  and  a  large  crowd  of  his  supporters 
assembled.  While  he  was  addressing  the  assembly  a  Mr.  Denis  Johnson, 
U.I.L.  organiser,  arrived  at  the  other  end  of  the  village  in  a  motor  car,  and 
when  the  crowd  were  apprised  of  the  fact  they  rushed  in  the  direction 
where  the  new  comers  were  supposed  to  be,  followed  by  the  police.  The 
crowd  seized  the  car  and  used  it  as  a  platform  in  spite  of  the  remon- 
strance of  the  police,  but  they  afterwards  gave  way  on  the  threat  of  a 
baton  charge. — Irish  Times,  January  28. 

January  29 — Co.  Cork — N.  Division.  Scenes  of  considerable  excitement 
were  witnessed  at  Kanturk  when  Mr.  Barry,  U.I.L.  and  Mr.  Guiney,  I.N. 
candidates  arrived  to  hold  meetings.  In  anticipation  of  trouble  a  force  of 
some  150  police  had  been  drafted  into  the  town.  At  the  conclusion  of 
Mr.  Barry's  meeting  Mr.  Guiney's  supporters  arrived  on  the  scene.  Stones 
were  thrown  and  revolvers  were  fired  from  both  crowds,  but  the  police 
were  able  to  prevent  the  two  parties  from  coming  into  close  conflict. — 
Irish  Times,  January  31. 
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1909. 
December  29. — Mr.  W.  Long  at  Colchester. 

December  3D. — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  at  Haddington.  Mr.  J.  Redmond 
at  Belfast. 

1910. 
January  1. — Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  at  Grange. 

January  2. — Mr.  J.  Redmond  at  Dundalk. 

January  3. — Sir  E.  Grey  at  Berwick-on-Tweed.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 
at  Dundalk. 

January  4. — Annual  Meeting  of  Ulster  Unionist  Council  at  Belfast 
and  Unionist  demonstration  : — Speeches  by  Lord  Londonderry,  Mr. 
W.  Long,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Campbell.  Mr.  J.  Redmond  at  Waterford. 

January  5. — Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  at  Auchnacloy. 

January  6. — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  at  Ipswich.    Mr.  W.  Long  at  Dublin. 

January  7. — Sir  E.  Grey  at  Wark. 

January  8. — Mr.  A.  Birrell  at  Bristol.     Sir  E.  Grey  at  Northern. 

January  9. — Mr.  J.  Redmond  at  Bradford. 
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